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ord pierce my ear, I am your servant. I
L will faithfully follow and serve you the

rest of my days. A free man I'll never
be. Lord I love you. You are my all in all. I
surrender all. My life, my love, my all I give
to you. Where you lead
me I will follow. What
you say I will do;
where you send I will
go. It’s all yours Lord,
including my own life.
Take it Lord, and use it;
like Job of old “Though
He slay me, yet will I
trust Him.”

As a single 29-year-
old young man, I have
prayed these kinds of
prayers in commitment
to God many, many
times. Becoming a
Christian at age of 14
and because of my
church setting many
times I needed to find
my way alone. Having
to find my way alone in the youth group and
finally finding myself on the foreign mission
field there were many times that God proved
Himself very, very faithful. In my heart I
would respond in a deeper commitment to
God, yet it wasn’t always without a struggle.
I would spend hours on my face before God
in wrestling with the things before me. I had
altar experiences of utter abandonment with
God dealing with my stubborn will in my
bedroom, out on the mountains, along the

Time of Testing

Testimony by Lee Stauffer

seashore, out in the woods, behind the barn,
and yes even at church.

I can testify that a completely surren-
dered life to God is a blessed life filled with
peace and satisfaction and yes God becomes
very real and precious.
In the scriptures we are
given two well known
accounts of people who
made tremendous com-
mitments and sacrifices
yet God knows the
heart of man and our
words alone to Him are
not enough. Often, He
calls us to a trying of
our commitments.
Consider with me
Hannah in her commit-
ment to God found in 1
Samuel 1:11 “And she
vowed a vow, and said, O
LORD of hosts, if thou
wilt indeed look on the
affliction of thine hand-
maid, and remember me,
and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto
thine handmaid a man child, then I will give him
unto the LORD all the days of his life...” When
God fulfilled her prayer she replied “For this
child I prayed; and the LORD hath given me my
petition which I asked of him: Therefore also I
have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth
he shall be lent to the LORD. (27-28)

In Genesis God promised Abraham a son.
God was faithful to His promise and gave
Abraham a son. But then in chapter 22 God
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put Abraham to a test. “And He [God] said, Take
now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest,
and get thee to the land of Moriah, and offer him
there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains
which I will tell thee of.” God was pleased with
how Abraham responded saying: “For now I
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not
withheld thy son, thy only son from me.”

Brothers and Sisters, it is very easy to say
the right words and make everything appear
yielded and surrendered on the outside but it is
only after God has put us to the test and proved
us faithful that He accepts the words of com-
mitment we have spoken to Him. God is able to
creatively and thoroughly prove our words of
commitment to Him, if we allow Him.

-- My Test --

This is where I found myself this past year.
On Saturday the 19th of April 2004 I received a
certified letter. This letter was a result of having
donated blood a few weeks before which I've
done many times. The testing lab was letting me
know that my blood sample had come back pos-
itive for the HIV virus that causes AIDS. They
added however, that a secondary confirmatory
test had been negative. The letter said that I
would have to wait six months to find out
whether or not I have the virus. After answering
some questions they concluded I very likely
don’t have it, but could not be certain.

There I sat and it seemed like God was say-
ing “Well son, what are you going to do? This
letter is a test that I have allowed and my
grace will be sufficient for you, but you must
bow your heart and begin living as if you had
the virus.”

For a few moments there was a great strug-
gle that went on within my heart and my flesh,
then in utter brokenness I just bowed my heart
and I said “Yes Lord, I accept this letter, its mes-
sage and all the consequences it will bring into
my life as from You. Oh—the inner strength and
peace and grace that flooded my heart and
being at that moment and every moment after
for the next 8 months.

Never once did I have to struggle with the
fear of the unknown; I just bowed my heart and

said, “Yes Lord!” The following days I spent
much time in soul searching. It is amazing
what all can go through your heart and mind
when you're faced as a young man that your
life may be cut short, you may never marry, and
your life will begin to slowly just die away.
Many things that had seemed so important
before now were forgotten; it seemed like my
whole future and all my plans, dreams, and
goals just simply died! I had a great longing for
heaven. The shortness and frailty of life became
very real and the reality of a sure eternity was
ever before me.

God began to burden my heart in a very
deep way of lost souls and how short a time was
left for them to be told of the Lord Jesus Christ
and His life changing saving power for all men.
God began to show me the kingdom of His Son
the Lord Jesus in a completely new way.

As I sought the Lord in practical areas of my
life, God made it very clear that I should con-
tinue doing the things I was currently involved
with (work, ministry), but no major decisions or
changes in any way could be made. In the area
of courtship and marriage God took me to a
deeper sense of yeildedness and surrender;
even to completely giving up any hope of even
having a family or wife of my own.

For the last almost four years of my life I
have been working only part time and even that
at times became challenging to remain commit-
ted to as God just kept gripping my heart with
the reality of eternity during this experience. I
came to love God in a much deeper way; my
daily walk with Him became very real and I just
longed to be in His presence forever.

With all these things in my heart I found it
easier to pray, fast and intercede on behalf of
others needs and struggles. I prayed, “Lord,
You are truly worthy of my whole life, and I
will always follow You.” 8 months later after
retesting they have completely cleared me of
any possibility that I have the virus.

God is faithful, He calls us unto a life of
faithful commitment and full surrender to His
sovereign plan to glorify His name and mani-
fest the saving, changing power in the name
and blood of Jesus Christ. Truly in humbling
me, God has lifted me up and established my
goings forever. (James 4:6-10)
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