FIRE!

by E. M Bounds

eal is a contagious, but not a popular, ele-
2 ment. Our fathers took their tea piping
hot; we take ours iced. Iced Christianity
is more popular and tasteful than iced tea. We
can endure in our churches enough warmth to
take the chill off, but more than this is offensive.
We have added many good elements to our
preaching, but these cannot make up for the
loss of fervor. The average mind can only be
moved to action by a flame. Some men may pull
through to heaven on a
cold collar, but they are the
exception. A dwindling
flame destroys the vital
and aggressive forces in
church life. God must be
represented by a fiery
church or he is not truly
represented. God is all on
fire, and his church, if it be
like Him, must also be
aflame with the great and eternal interests of
religion. Zeal need not be fussy to be consum-
ing and forceful. Christ was as far removed as
possible from nervous excitability, the very
opposite of intolerant or clamorous zeal, and
yet the zeal of God’s house consumed him.

The lack of ardor in Christian profession or
action is a sure sign of the want of depth and
intensity. The lack of fire is the sure sign of the
lack of God’s presence. To abate fervor is to

(God) can pardon much
when one is repentant, but
two things are intolerable

to Him—insincerity and

[ukewarmness.

retire God. God can tolerate many things in the
way of infirmity or error. He can pardon much
when one is repentant, but two things are intol-
erable to Him —insincerity and lukewarmness.
Lack of heart and lack of heat are the things that
He loathes. “I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth,”
is God’s judgment on our lack of fire in the
Church. Fire is the motor that moves the
Christian life. Christian
principles that are not
aflame have neither force
nor perfume. Flame is the
wing by which faith
ascends, and fervency is
the soul of prayer. Love is
kindled in a flame, and
fire is the air that true reli-
gion breathes. It feeds on
fire. Christianity can stand
anything better than a feeble flame.

Christian character needs to be set on fire.
Lack of heat makes more infidels than lack of
faith. Not to be in fiery earnest about the
things of heaven is not to be about them at all.
The fiery souls are the ones that win in the
heavenly fight. Nothing short of red hot can
keep the glow of heaven in these chilly times.
We must grasp the live coal and covet the con-
suming flame. O
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