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...as long as you are living in any
guilt, as long as your conscience

accuses you, (God) will by no
means clear or comfort you.

No man living in any known sin is ever
comforted of God. The Holy Ghost never
yet spake one word of all His abounding

consolations to any man so long as he lived in
any actual sin, or in any neglect of known duty.
You have that much-needed caution bound up
into the very heart of God’s great name, when He
proclaimed His great Name to Moses. “The Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sion and sin—but”—and here comes this great
correction and caution—”will by no means clear
the guilty.” That is to say, as long as you are liv-
ing in any guilt, as long as your conscience
accuses you, He will by no means clear or com-
fort you. “He that forsaketh his sin shall find
mercy”—but he only You do not really care for
God’s mercy or His comfort either, so long as
you live in any sin. And it is well that you do not;
for you can have neither. Your peace will be like
a river, when you put away your sin; but not one
word of true peace, not one drop of true comfort,
can you have till then. You will have to put out
God’s eyes, and pervert His judgment, and turn
His Throne upside down, before you can have
His comfort with your sin. Choose which you
will have: “If a man love Me, he will keep My
words: and My Father will love him, and We will
come unto him, and make Our abode with him.”
Are you that man? Are you intending to be that
man? And when and in what are you to begin?
Are you from this day to keep that word of His,
which up to this day you know you have not
kept? Then, from this day Jesus and His Father
will come to your good and honest, if broken
and contrite heart, and will make Their abode
with you. And from this memorable day it will
be said over you from heaven, what was said
from heaven in Israel over all the men in Israel
like you: “To this man will I look, saith the Lord,
even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and who trembleth at My word.”   ❏

TRULY

PENITENT

by Alexander Whyte

“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,
saith your God” (Isa. 40:1).


