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When David Talmage, the father of the
famous preacher, T. DeWitt Talmage,
was an eighteen-year-old boy still

living at home with his brother Jacob and his
sister, one night the three of them were going
to a party. 

Their mother, who was an invalid, just
before they left, called them to her bedside and
said, You are going out to a festive party; but I
want you to know that I shall be on my knees
praying for you until you return.

They went, and on their return passed their
mother’s door at two o’clock, catching a
glimpse of her still kneeling by her bed. 

Early the next morning, Mother Talmage
wakened her husband and asked him to get up
and see what was the matter, for she heard
someone weeping. 

Going hastily down to the living room
Father Talmage found his daughter on her
knees weeping, but when he undertook to
speak to her, she said, Go to the barn, father, for
David is in worse need of you than I am. I shall
be all right.

Going to the barn the old gentleman found
David weeping his heart out from the mighty
conviction that had seized him. However,

when Mr. Talmage had prayed a short time
with him, David said, Go to Jacob, he needs
you more than I do now, I presume. He’s in the
wagon shed.

So it turned out that the Lord saved all
three of the Talmage children that morning, in
answer to the determined and definite praying
of their mother. 

David had a sweetheart living down the
lane, and rising from his knees, he went right
down to her home and told her the wonderful
news about himself and his brother and sister
being saved, urging her to give her heart to God. 

In the prayer there they had together she,
too, was added to the host of the redeemed. The
news reaching the church produced a tremen-
dous sensation, and a gracious and widespread
revival followed! 

This sweetheart of David’s later became the
mother of T. DeWitt Talmage. Some years after-
wards she made a solemn covenant with four
other women to meet with them every
Wednesday afternoon and pray for their chil-
dren, until every child in the five homes was
saved. 

The covenant was kept until every child in
the five families was converted.   ❏
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