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When you enter the pulpit make no apologies.
You may not be a big preacher but you have
just as big a Gospel to preach as any preach-

er who ever lived. If you have a God-given message,
deliver it. If you do not, the spiritual people will soon
discover that you are firing only a dud. No matter
how well you clothe a sermon with golden rhetoric
and fine sentences, it is not a golden tongue that
counts but a tongue of fire.

Leave self out of the pulpit
but take Christ in. Do not waste
time with a long preface or intro-
duction but reach the truths of
your sermon as early as possible.
Do not keep on talking after you
have finished your sermon. It is
better to keep the people longing
than to send them away
loathing. Do not harp too much
on one string. A hard scolding
rarely ever brings the anointing
of God’s spirit upon a meeting.
Preach to the people and never
at them, especially those who
are absent. Be just as faithful on
the rainy days and rough nights
as when the auditorium is
crowded. Take care of your char-
acter and let the Lord and the
people take care of your reputation. Let the Lord and
the people look after your needs.

Keep the faith even at the cost of losing your
charge and everything else, even your life. Do not
criticize the people for not liking you too well.
Maybe you have too high an opinion of yourself.
Remember that shouting and noise is not always
spiritual power; and empty vessels may ring louder
than one filled. Often lean and empty souls make

noise to keep up a pretense. Powder is not shot.
Thunder is not lightning. Powder may be necessary
for a shot and thunder may follow lightning but the
shot and lightning do the hitting. Always be a friend
of sinners but never of sin.

Be sure a sermon which does not bless the speak-
er will not bless the hearers. Be sure if you ride hob-
bies that finally you will be riding alone. Long stored

sermons are likely to be old and
musty and mildewed unless
revitalized by much prayer and
waiting on the Lord. Rehashed
sermons will not fill the bill for a
spiritual church. Education is
good but may be as cold as an
iceberg in the pulpit unless it is
saturated with heavenly fire. Do
not preach for money. Many a
good preacher has bowed to the
dollar mark. Do not favor the
rich more than the poor. Make
no difference. Remember you
belong to the Lord and are the
servant of all whom you serve.
Always preach with the knowl-
edge that a call to preach is the
highest calling that mortal man
can receive this side of heaven.
Remember, this may be the last

message some one may ever receive or it might be the
last one you may ever deliver.

No matter what training you may have received,
no matter what your education may be, remember,
the Lord is not looking for career preachers. No mat-
ter whose hands have been laid on you, if you have
not been called by the Lord and anointed by the
Holy Spirit to preach the Gospel, you are not the
Lord’s preacher.   ❏
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