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The Salt of the Earth

Who can estimate the force of a righteous life? Men have little faith in such
a force, we know, but it is a force, nevertheless. Men say that meekness
is weakness, strict conscientiousness is childishness, and that the

uprightness of faith exists only in theory; but do they speak the truth? They
believe in energy, self-will, most of all in hard cash; but how little do they sus-
pect the power which exists in the faith of a feeble child!

Rock salt is tangible; men can see it, can feel it; they place faith in it
because they can trace its beneficial effects; and so they do not doubt that
rock salt is a power in preserving any matter to which it may be applied. But
when Jesus Christ spoke of “the salt of the earth”, they either misapplied
His words or they wondered; only a few disciples discovered His mean-
ing, and those few in every age have been misunderstood by the rest of
mankind. And “the salt of the earth” is a mystery still to the mass of
mankind. They never look for it; they do not suspect its agency or its
presence. And while God takes care of this salt, and pounds it and
refines it and sometimes put it through severe processes that it may
not lose its savour, men are unconscious that it preserves the world.

Can we wonder that when tribulation, time and time again, never
fails to bring us to brokenness, consistency and harmony with His
designs, that God frequently has chosen to apply it?


