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The greatest joy of an active
mind is to be doing, to be
achieving. O! It is a balm for

all the woes of life, to be able to
look upon the beneficial results of
ones own labor. I have heard a man say
he would almost be willing to bear the gigan-
tic trials of the Apostle Paul’s life, if he might but do his work and achieve
his success. On such a nature it is at this point that sickness presses most
painfully. To “be still” is no way consistent with the natural will; except,
when weary with weakness there comes a desire for rest.

And when flush with the joy of work, even the natural craving for rest is
sometimes met with a feeling of impatience. There rise the feelings of a
young horse tightly reined in and fretted with restraint. The soul pants for
another body, one with vigor to execute the will of the inner man. There is
such a liability to forget that in this world the outer and inner man are insepa-
rably connected; and that the outer very significantly affects the inner.

Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was essential, because it helped to complete
his character. And blessed is he who in sickness is conscious of its beneficial
effects upon himself. But O! We are foolish, thoughtless, and sensuous. The
eye and the ear, the taste and the touch, are all keenly awake to the
objects of the material world. But the objects of the spirit world, the truths
which are recognized not by sense, but are only obvious to hope, faith and
love in their highest applications, these are not realized. 

But who that by tribulation has learned the path to wisdom, shall not be
thankful for the discipline, is not he one of those “that mourn” and “shall be
comforted”?


