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was talking about there back in the Old Testament.

Remember when he talked about this river flow-
ing out from under the throne of heaven? And he
went so far and he was in to his ankles, and then he
went so far and he was in up to knees, and then he
went so far and he was in up to
his waist, and then he was
swimming! Do it, Lord, do it.

Let’s stand for a word of
prayer. Can we do that?

Idor\’t know, maybe this week is like what Ezekiel

Lord we love you this morn-
ing. We come to you in Jesus’
name. We thank you for loving us.
We don’t really understand it, but
we thank you that you do, you
love us. Father, we come to you
this morning because we have no
where else to go. We come to you
this morning because we don’t
have anything to say. If you don’t
give us something to say, Lord, we
know. We come to you this morn-
ing because without you we can
do nothing, and so we pray that
you will again this morning, and
throughout the day, anoint this
day with your presence. Anoint
this preacher with your anointing,
Lord, with your message for the
day. Anoint the ears of our heart,

“The Spirit of fhe Lord
will come upon Thee, and Thou
shall prophesy and shall be
Turned into another man.”

That’s powerful.

Lord, the eyes of our understanding this day. We pray in
Jesus’ name, Amen.

This morning I want to speak on the Baptism of
the Holy Ghost, and New Testament reality. What is
the effect of the anointing of the Holy Ghost in a
believer’s life? The prophet
Samuel was speaking
prophetically to Saul during
the time he was to be anointed
king. He said these words to
Saul. He said, “The Spirit of the
Lord will come upon thee, and
thou shall prophesy and shall be
turned into another man.”
That’s powerful. The Spirit of
the Lord is going to come
upon you, Saul, and you will
prophesy, and you shall be
turned into another man. That
puts the whole thing in a nut-
shell, doesn’t it? The one hun-
dred and twenty in the upper
room, and the apostles, I'm
sure that they could say those
very words. ‘When the day of
Pentecost was fully come, the
Spirit of the Lord came upon us,
and we prophesied and we were
turned into another man’.

Before that, they had dull
apprehensions of the truth that
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Jesus was speaking to them. Before that, they had a
weak vision, seeing very dimly the things that Christ
was trying to describe to them that would happen in
the future. Before that, they were a feeble bunch,
with a feeble faith. Before that, they were weak in
their brotherly love one for another, and their resolu-
tions were short lived. They were fearful, they were
doubters, they were running scared, and I think we
could probably say just to describe just an overall
description of them... I mean, they were very sincere.
These were the men that had enough insight to see
way beyond those Pharisees who knew their Bibles
inside and out. They had enough insight to say, ‘We
have found the Messiah’. They were full of religious
zeal. They were seeking the highest that they knew.

They were not evil, wicked men, but they were
moving in the natural rather than in the spiritual. I
think that’s a good description. They had open
hearts, they had found the Messiah, they had forsak-
en all, they treasured His word, but yet they moved
in the realm of the natural so much of the time. That's
a good description of them.

Maybe it’s a good description of us also. We are
here, we love to be here, we love the Word, we're exit-
ed about what’s happening here, but if we give an
overall evaluation of our day-to-day life, we move in
the natural, rather than the spiritual, most of the
time. I mean, Peter was so bold
when Christ began to prophesy

Pentecost. Yesterday was a busy day, Peter was busy
all day long. There was a lot going on during the day
of the Pentecost. I'm not sure how many people he
baptized himself, but I'm sure when he laid his head
down to go to sleep, at the end of that day, the day of
Pentecost, he was very weary in body. He woke up
the next morning, he heard the Lord speaking in him,
“Good morning, Peter.” With the ears of his heart he
heard the voice of His Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ
who told him, “He dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you. I will not leave you comfortless, Peter. I will come to
you.” That was the day after Pentecost. Imagine when
they all got together, and began to share,

“I'm just so different, I'm just so different!”

“I am, too! I mean the Lord is just speaking inside of my
heart!”

“It’s that same way with me!”

“Oh, praise God, this is wonderful!”

“Yes, it is! I wonder what it all means?”

“I do too!”

You know those conversations went on the day
after Pentecost. Maybe they dropped down on their
knees together and started praying, “Oh, Lord, now we
understand what you were talking about, Lord! We don’t
know what we’re doing. Lead us, oh God. Oh, please help

us to know that to do. Give us
your guidance Lord. Thank you

to them, and tell them that He
was going to go to the cross,
and shed His blood, which
would be the redemption of all
mankind. Peter was so much in
the natural and so out of tune in
the spiritual that Christ had to
say to him, “Get thee behind me,
Satan. Thou savorest not the
things that be of God, but savorest
the things that be of men.”

They moved in the realm of
the natural so much of the time,
but after Pentecost, they were
changed into another man.
Peter was changed into another
man after Pentecost. They
began to move in the realm of
the spirit. Their character was
transformed. They were differ-
ent men. Their words became
quick and powerful, life chang-
ing words. Their words cut to
the heart.

Imagine, just a little bit with
me this morning, the day after

...after Penitecost,
They were changed info
another man. They began fo
move in fhe reaim of fhe
spirit. Their characfer was
fransformed. They were
different men. Their words
became quick and powerful,
life changing words.

that you didn’t leave us comfort-
less; you didn’t leave us as an
orphan, but you did come to us”.

You know Him, he is with
you, but He shall be in you.
Now do you think that the Lord
Jesus was giving those apostles
a doctrinal teaching when He
said those words to them, or do
you think he was trying to help
them to understand that they
would have a totally different
experience after that day? How
many of you think he was giv-
ing him a doctrinal statement?
[no one] Good.

Now it is a doctrinal state-
ment, don’t misunderstand me.
It is a doctrinal statement, but
that is not all it is. “He dwelleth
with you and He shall be in you. I
will not leave you comfortless, 1
will come to you.” Just picture
that. He’s been with them for
three and a half years. Every
problem they had, they just
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went and said, “Lord what should we
do?” It was all cared for. Every
question they had, they just went
to Him and said, “Well Lord, we

What is the effect of the
anoinfing of fhe Holy
Ghost in The life of fhe

We all know that, that’s noth-
ing new to us. That’s not a new
revelation, but it's good for us to
consider again and again. To

i 17+ and He gove them the  0€evers? That He, - TR L O K that
answer. Every situation that they GOd, would raise qp, Anointing was given to make us
faced: “We have all of, these people é}/ 7%07‘0/)0//’77/7% like Jesus, agd you can spend the
who need to eat, we don’t know what rest of your life figuring out what
to do with them,” He took care of it. ﬁO/}’ﬁeoﬂ/e, all of that means—Amen!? To
E/}lt niwft}g;}.f were Zt;ndin% gn the with ﬁO/y ﬁeﬂf?@’, makf us e}[hchc:isen ﬁgelneratti.on, a

ount of Olives and he just disap- . . royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
peared out of their sight. But now living ﬁO/}’ lves, peculiar people that show forth the

it’s the day after Pentecost and they
understand. He didn’t leave us
comfortless.

What is the effect of the anoint-
ing of the Holy Ghost in the life of
the believers? That He, God, would
raise up, by that anointing, holy
people, with holy hearts, living
holy lives, filled with holy charac-
ter, who walk with a Holy God,
and speak holy words, that are
anointed by the Holy Spirit.

Brethren, that is what the
anointing of the Holy Ghost is all
about. That is what it’s all about.
That is what is in the longing
heart of God for his people. God
is an awesome, Holy God. One
half-a-second glimpse of this
Holy God that we’ve been talking
about all week long... one half of
a second glimpse of Him would
bring every one of us down on
our face in utter abandonment,
and it’s the longing of the heart of
God that His great name would
be sanctified among the heathen by the way that
His people move and live and act and speak in this
world around us.

That'’s the longing of his heart, and it was the joy
that was set before the Lord Jesus as He despised the
shame and endured the cross. Don’t you think for a
minute, brethren, that Jesus went through all of that
so that He could buy a one-way ticket to heaven for
you and me. He didn’t go through all of that so that
we could live our own selfish lives all of our days,
and end up in glory for all of eternity after that.
Brethren, that’s not what Jesus went to the cross for.
He went to the cross that he might raise up, through
the anointing that was poured out because of that
cross, a holy people anointed with the holy ghost,
speaking holy words!

Yilled with holy character,
wiho walk with a Holy God,
and speak holy words,
hat are anoinfed by the
Holy Spirit.

praises or the virtues of him who
hat called us out of darkens and
into His marvelous light. That is
what the anointing of the Holy
Spirit is all about, brethren, to
cause us to glorify God; to cause us
to love God with all of our heart
and mind and soul and strength; to
turn our hearts away from selfish-
ness, to love your neighbors as
yourself. This is what the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit is all about;
that we henceforth no longer live
unto ourselves but unto Him.

As I see the baptism of the
Holy Spirit I see a twofold purpose
of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Number one, to empower us to be
New Testament Christians,
emphasizing the “be”, and number
two, to empower us to do exploits
in building God’s kingdom while
we are here upon this earth. That
combination, brothers, is pretty
powerful when you put the two
together. To be New Testament
Christians, doing exploits of kingdom building while
we are here upon this earth, that is what the anoint-
ing is all about.

Brethren, new covenant reality comes through,
and by, the overwhelming presence of the living
God coming upon us and abiding. Think about that.
New covenant reality comes through, and by, our
being overwhelmed by the presence of the living
God and abiding in that Presence. That’s the only
way it comes.

Consider this morning Christ the Anointed One.
I told you earlier this week that we would come back
to that word. I want to consider Christ the Anointed
One this morning. He is the mediator of the New
Testament. He is the mediator of the new covenant.
He through the anointing, mediates, dispenses, and
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gives forth the reality of the new covenant in our
hearts and our lives. That’s where it comes from. He
is the mediator. Just like this natural world we live in,
there is a mediator of the will. When someone dies,
there is an executor that has been appointed, that
executor is the one who mediates the will to those
who are written in the will. He dispenses to those the
things that are written in the will, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, the anointed one, he as mediator, gives that
which was written in the will. He mediates the reali-
ty of the new covenant. Consider these words.

The Bible speaks of spiritual warfare. In Ephesians
chapter 6 it speaks of spiritual mindedness. In Romans
chapter 8 it speaks of a spiritual walk. The Bible
speaks about spiritual weapons in Second Corinthians
chapter 10, and spiritual gifts in first Corinthians
chapter 12. The Bible speaks of spiritual fruit in
Galatians chapter 5, and spiritual armor in Ephesians
chapter 6, and it speaks of a glorious spiritual ministry
in Second Corinthians chapter 3.

Now all of these things are only reality in a
believer’s life if they are overwhelmed with the pres-
ence of the Living God. Those spiritual realities, they
don’t mean very much at all if we are not going to
live in the power of the Holy Spirit. None of these can
happen without the anointing, brethren, it makes no
sense at all. They’re far away somewhere—these are
only far away concepts if we are not filled with the
Spirit of God.

[to be continued in the next issuel
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