A

sad state of affairs in Israel. The ministers of the

day had lost their relationship with God, and
compromise was creeping in on every hand. God uses
a few revealing words, which describe the condition of
the nation at that time. “There was no open vision” (I
Sam. 3:1). Although we have several chapters of sad
commentary to read after this statement, these words
say it all, in a nutshell. There was no open vision, and

There was, in the days of Samuel the Prophet, a
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Where there is no vision, the people perish,
but he that keepeth the Law, happy is he.
Proverbs 29:18

the people were perishing. We seem to be suffering
from some of the same in modern America. I can think
of no better words to describe the sad state of present
day American Christianity.

What is a vision? It is important to give some def-
inition to this powerful little word, because I will be
using it many times. In fact, the hope and future of
your family lies hidden in this one word. When I use
the word vision, I am referring to a vision that is a
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mental image imprinted
upon the heart by the
Spirit of God. A vi-
sion is that which
you see with the

eyes of your
heart. The Apos-
tle Paul de-

scribed it as
something “writ-
ten...with the
Spirit of the living
God...in the fleshly
tables of the heart.”
(IT Cor. 3:3) A vision
is a spiritual revela-
tion of the mind and
will of God. That rev-
elation wusually comes
through the avenue of the
Scriptures. When we read the
Word of God in the Spirit,
dreams and visions flame up in our hearts.

I was surprised and blessed one day as I was study-
ing the Hebrew word “dream.” It means, “to make
healthy,” or “to be strengthened.” It is an ideal, or aspi-
ration, that makes us healthy and strong. Isn’t that
beautiful? We know that dreams work like that in man.
When a man has a dream, he comes alive, he is filled
with energy, and his whole being is consumed with
what he sees and wants. This is what I mean, when I
use the word vision.

Probably the most famous verse in the Bible on
this subject is the one listed at the beginning of this
chapter. “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” A
study of this verse is very revealing to our present-day
American problems. The people as a whole do not see
what God sees or wants. There is a lack of open vision
in our land. That spiritual seeing of the heart is miss-
ing in too many churches and homes.

The word “perish” is even more descriptive. It
means, “To cast off restraint.” It does not mean to go
to hell. It is much more practical than that. Allow me
to paraphrase my study of the verse. “Where there is
not a spiritual seeing of God’s will in the heart, the
people will cast off restraint, go naked, and live like
savages.” Wow! What a picture of the degenerated
condition of America. In addition, of course, the end
of that process is they will go to hell. We must get a
captivating view of God’s will today and hold the eyes
of our heart upon it until it motivates and activates us
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to keep His laws again. We
know that this whole
process of degen-
eration begins
when a people
who know God
cease to walk
closely  with
Him. The see-
ing of the heart
grows dim be-
cause it is God’s
presence in the
heart that stimu-
lates vision. As the
vision grows dim,
the people begin to
cast off restraint. We
know the rest of the
story. This explains the
confusion of much of Ameri-
can Christianity.

All these thoughts preface my burden for our
homes. We must get a motivating vision for our
homes. Only God can give us such a vision; however,
we have our part to play also. When we begin to sigh
and cry unto God with a longing aspiration, He is ob-
ligated to impart to us a revelation of His will, as well
as a revelation of our need. It is my personal convic-
tion that, because we lack this spiritual seeing of the
heart, our homes lack substance and direction. My
constant prayer, as I write these chapters, is that God
would graciously grant us that seeing experience
again and again. This seeing brings a transforming of
the heart, and of course, a transformation of the
home will follow.

Having a vision is so important. I cannot empha-
size it enough. Your journey through this book must
be more than a time of gathering information. New in-
formation usually lasts a few weeks and then falls to
the back of our memory. However, a vision is life
changing, and it will last for many years. By the time
Jackie and I finish the task of raising our children, we
will have about forty years invested in the project (not
to mention the years of grandparenting that follows the
parenting). My desire, “by grace through faith” is to im-
part to you a vision for your children that will burn in
you and consume you for many years to come.

Let us ponder some of the inner dynamics of a
God-breathed vision. God moves and motivates His
people by giving them a vision. The Bible is filled with
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examples of this inner working of God’s spirit. When
God is about to do something, He begins with a vision
in the heart of a man or a people. When God spoke to
Abraham, He gave him a promise, but that promise
had a vision of His will in it. God began to “call those
things which be not as though they were” (Rom. 4:17b).
Abraham saw them with the eyes of his heart, and
began to act accordingly. This is how a vision works in
the heart of man.

God spoke to the children of Israel in Deuteron-
omy 28. He painted a beautiful picture of a people,
baptized in, and overflowing with blessings. This was
meant to be a vision for all who would see it, believe it,
and obey the conditions that He gave them. As we
study the history of this people, there are times when
they were literally blessed in everything they did.
Those who walked in the vision that they saw, received
the reality of a life that is blessed on every side.

Now, all these inner dynamics apply to our homes
as well. The Bible is pregnant with God’s heart for our
homes. His promises, His will, and His visions are
waiting there to be birthed in our hearts. Visions are
born when the Spirit of God takes the Word of God,
and makes it alive in our hearts. The New Testament
word for this inner dynamic is the Greek word
“rhema” It literally means, God speaking His Word to
me. We all know the joy of this experience when a
verse just jumps off the page and into our hearts. We
know it is God speaking to us personally through His
word. As parents, we should be earnestly seeking God
for these “rhemas” for our families. God will give
them to us. We must have faith. He will do it!

The Prophet Joel spoke of a day to come when the
Spirit of God would be poured out upon God’s peo-
ple. He described the results of this anointing in some
thrilling pictures. One of those pictures was a people
filled with dreams and visions. This happened on the
Day of Pentecost, fifty days after Christ’s ascension.
On that day, 3,120 people were filled with the prom-
ise of the Father. That anointing, and the visions that
came from it caused those people to fill Jerusalem
with the doctrine of Christ and His resurrection. We
still live in the age of this prophecy. We are to be a
people filled with visions born by that same Spirit.
God wants to fill our hearts with dreams and visions
of a godly home. It is His will, and He is waiting to
give us more than we ask.

A
Disease

in the E yes

In the last days of the apostle John, Christ sent a
message to the church at Laodicea, through him.
Laodicea was a lukewarm church, which had been hot
and full of the reality of Christ at one time. Among
other things, they had lost their vision. Spiritually, they
could not see anymore. They were beginning to cast
off restraints, and Christ even told them they were
naked, wretched, and blind. What a perfect descrip-
tion of the definition I gave earlier. They were perish-
ing. His counsel to them concerning their blindness
was ‘anoint thine eyes with eye salve, that thou mayest
see” (Rev. 3:18c). We all know that God is referring to

(God’s) promises, His will,
and His visions are waiting
there to be birthed in our
hearts. Visions are born
when the Spirit of God
takes the Word of God, and
makes it alive in our hearts.
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When a man has a dream, he
comes alive, he is filled with
energy, and his whole being
is consumed with what he
sees and wants. This is what
| mean, when | use the word
vision.

the eyes of the heart in these verses. He finished by
pleading with them, speaking words of true reality. Let
us read them out loud slowly here.

Behold, I stand at the door and knock:
If any man hear my voice, and open the door,
I will come in to him, and will sup with him,
And he with Me. Rev. 3:20

Christ’s words to the brothers and sisters at
Laodicea were strong yet true. He was outside of their
lives looking in. The reality of fellowship was gone. His
voice was knocking, knocking, but they did not hear.
They did not want to hear, and their ears became dull.
He pleads with them to let Him in, through repen-
tance. He promised them beautiful, restored com-
munion, and assured them of His love.

Beloved, where is your vision? What do you see
with the eyes of your heart? As you sit and read these
words, how do they find you personally? When was the
last time you heard from God, and you knew it? Do
you have eye disease like the Laodiceans did? They

were thinking they had everything together, when in
reality, they were falling apart. Maybe you feel these
words are not proper to write in a book. However, let
us reason together. I would be a very unkind friend to
stir your heart about having a vision, and then not tell
you how you can get one.

Visions come from God. He is the author of every
one of them. If there is no reality in your life, you will
find it hard to get a vision, and hold on to it. I want the
instructions that will follow, to be more than the “how
to’s” of raising children for God. What we see is very
important. God always precedes the reality of what He
is going to do with a vision. That is exciting, if you
know where you are going, because, according to the
testimony of Abraham, what you see, you will have.
However, if you do not see, that is very troubling, be-
cause if you do not see, you will not have. What you
see with the eyes of your heart now probably will de-
termine where your family will be in five years.
Beloved parents, let us break our hearts before God
and seek Him for an open vision for our families. It is
better to weep now, than to weep later when it is too
late. I will spend the next few chapters expounding the
vision that God wants for our homes, but we must have
a good and honest heart as the one described in the
parable of the sower.

I will close this chapter with some of the most en-
couraging words in the Bible. Paul, writing to the
church at Ephesus, admonished them with an over-
flowing proclamation about God. He said that God
was able (full of power) “to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20). If I understand this
verse, that covers our dreams and visions completely.
Let us get ourselves to the place where this “power that
worketh in us,” is working in us personally, and then
the sky is the limit.

Father, we bow together before You who
see. We know that You see us even as we sit
here pondering what we have read. Give us a
vision for our homes, dear Lord. Open the
eyes of our hearts to see. I desperately need
You to work in my heart this very moment. I
want to move into the rest of this book with
an open face before you. Soften my heart to
receive your imprint of a godly home. In
Jesus Christ’s name, Amen.
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