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Pharisees

Therefore, when one speaks of justification through Christ, one must also speak of that faith, which
cannot be without works of repentance—yea not without love, which is an anointing. For such an
anointed faith, which is given to one from the resurrection of the dead, is the only Christian Faith,

and is reckoned unto righteousness (Rom. 4).
Again, when one speaks of works, one must preach not, after the manner of the work-righteousness, the

works of the law but the works of faith. That is a turning away from works, creatures, and your own self, through
faith in Christ the crucified one. Not as what man can do from himself—but what he really can do in the power
of faith. Which thereby are not man’s works but God’s since the willing and the ability to turn to God are not
of man but the gift of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Who turns aside neither to the works righteous who:

� Promised blessedness or the forgiveness of sins, through
work done without faith, i.e., through that which, in one’s
works one thinks is one’s own; thus they turn aside to the left
and lead others that way,

� Preaching works in such a way that they think no more of faith,
and which neither to see nor to hear anything about faith, that
is necessary to salvation, so that all their works are lime plums, i.e., ceremonies without faith.  

Verily, blessed be he
who remains on the

middle path.

Beware of the Scribes
and the Pharisees!

Faith and works as seen by early Anabaptist martyr, Michael Sattler, in 1527
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Scribes

Nor to the side of the scribes, who although they have forsaken
works, they turn aside to the right, and teach in the name of the “gospel”
a faith without works, and take the poor obedient Christ who: 

� Had no place to lay His head (Luke 9)
� Who speaks without complaint or self defense, (Luke 22), 
� [Who said] “nevertheless, Father, not my will but thy will be done”

[These scribes] take Him as their satisfaction, but will not hear what
He says:

� “Come, follow me” (Luke 9). 
� “He who does not forsake all that he possesses, cannot be my dis-

ciple” (Luke 14). 
� “He who would follow me, let him deny himself and take up his

cross and follow me” (Mark 8). 

Yes, the Father must also be a fanatic to them, when He says, “This is
my beloved Son, in whom I take satisfaction; hear Him.” They make of
Christ, after His humanity, what the pope has made out of the saints,
namely a golden calf. Following the precedent of the Jews, that is they con-
fess Christ as the son of David and then deny Him, yea, call Him a fanatic,
since God’s Word and Son was sent into the world, to manifest the obedi-
ence or righteousness of His Father not alone in words but also in works,
so that all who would believe in Him should not perish in their death, but
be delivered from death.  

All of their preaching and fruits are like prickly thistles. They say
much about faith and yet know neither what Christ nor faith is. They re-
ject works without faith in order to raise up faith without works.   �


