The Sisters’ Corner

Kachcl Weaver

way? It is the way of perfect love. We knew that all the time, didn’t we? But what does Paul really mean and why

does he feel a need to say it that way? I have been pondering all this, then last night God dropped a tiny book into my
hands, Love—The Greatest Thing in the World, written by Henry Drummond. As I was listening to someone read it aloud,
I realized that what the author was saying was the answer to my ponderings. I will quote from the book, changing the old
English form somewhat.

Ihave been thinking a lot about the verse, “And yet I show unto you a more excellent way.” (1 Co. 12:31) What is this
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Again He says, “Love is the fulfillment of the law.”
Did you ever think what He meant by that? In those
days, men were working hard to earn their passage
to Heaven by keeping the Ten Commandments and
the 110 commandments that they had manufactured
out of the Ten. Christ came and said, “I will show
you a more simple way. If you do that one thing,
yvou will do all these 110 without ever thinking about
them. If you love, you will unconsciously fulfill the
whole law.” You can readily see for yourselves how
that must be so. Take any of the commandments.
“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” If a
man loves God, you will not need to tell him that.
Love is the fulfilling of that law. “Do not take 4
God’s name in vain.” Would a man ever &
dream of taking His name in vain
if he really loved God? Re-
member the Sabbath day to
keep it holy.” Would he not
be too glad to have one day
in seven to dedicate more
exclusively  to
the object of his
affection?

You would never
dream of urging
him not to covet
what his neigh-
bor had. He would
rather they possessed
it than himself. In this
way, “love is the fulfilling
of the law.” It is the rule for
fulfilling all law, the new com-
mandment for keeping the old com-
mandment, Christ’s one secret of the Chris-
tian life.

Sometimes in living, I find myself getting so consumed
with the need to do what Jesus says, that I forget to “be” what
He has asked me to be. When I am in that mode, I am far
more like my Old Testament counterparts than I would like
to admit. Think with me for a minute.

Paul contrasts love with sacrifice and martyrdom:
“If I give my body to be burned and have not love it
profits me nothing.” Missionaries can take nothing
greater to a heathen land than the ... reflection of the
love of God upon their own character. That is the
universal language. It may take them years to speak
in Chinese or in the dialects of India. But from the
day they land, that language of love, understood by
all, will be pouring forth its unconscious eloquence.

It is the man ... not his words. His character is his
message ... . Take into your sphere of labor—where
you also mean to lay down your life—that simple
love, and your lifework must succeed. You can take
nothing greater, you need take nothing less.

It is my life, my character, not my words, that show who
I really am. As I meditated on what I had read, I applied the
words to my heart and life. How do I fit in to that? Am |
making sacrifices and forgetting the most important thing?
Do I find myself annoyed and discouraged, when after a
long, hard day, no one seems to notice or appreciate? Do |
find my spirit rising up within me when someone contradicts

me, says an unkind word, or starts a false report
about me? Where is my Christ-love?

Drummond talks about the spectrum
of love, and I find myself convicted.
It is too easy to read down over
the love chapter and remain un-
changed, because we have read

it so often and our mind flows
with the words and does
not stop to really meditate.
Here is what the author says
are the nine ingredients of
love, the beautiful spec-
trum that covers all things.

Patience — Love suffers long.

Kindness — Love is kind.
Generosity — Love envies not.
Humility — Love is not proud.

Courtesy — Love does not behave herself in an un-

seemly way.

Unselfishness — Love does not her own good.
Good Temper — Love is not easily provoked.
Guilelessness — Love takes no account of evil.

Sincerity — Love rejoices in the truth.
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... You will observe that all of these are in relation
to life, to the known today and the near tomorrow, to
our fellowman, and not to the unknown eternity. We
hear so much about love to God. Christ also spoke
about love to man ..."

It is easier for me to think about loving God whom I can-
not see, than loving a sister who has a struggle with
me. It is easier to talk about living for
God than to actually put these nine
things into shoe leather in my
family, every day. This kind
of love is the heart of the
Gospel. This is the heart
of Christianity, and yet |
fall so short. How can |
expect my husband and
my children to know
that I love God if I of-
ten do not measure up in
these ways? They hear my
life louder than they hear my
words, and no amount of teaching
by words can make up for my life if [ am
not living it in the law of love and kindness.

Let’s explore how these virtues work out in real life.

Patience — the normal attitude of passive love. Not
in a hurry; calm ... wearing the ornament of a meek
and quiet spirit. Love suffers long, bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things. Love under-
stands, therefore waits.

This one really touches me. I am so quick to make instant
decisions and give ultimatums. I know that when I stop to
think and take time to correct my child in love I am much
more understanding. Oh, to be loving in all my training and
correction! Have you ever watched a mother who truly re-
flects the meek and quiet spirit? If you did, you will notice
how much more sensitive and careful her children are with
others. Her life has spoken more loudly than her words. Her
children are a mirror and a window to her daily life. This
kind of love works itself out in how we deal with our weaker
brothers and sisters, too. We, knowing the love of Christ,
take time to pray for them, to lift up the hands that hang down
and to undo the heavy burdens so that the oppressed might
go free. If we were only as patient with others as our God
is with us, the church and the world would sit up and take
notice and profit by it.

Kindness — active love. Have you ever noticed how
much of Christ’s life was spent doing kind things?
... He spent a great proportion of His time simply
making people happy ... . “The greatest thing,” says

THE
GREATEST
THING A MAN CAN DO

FOR HIS HEAVENLY
FATHER IS BE KIND TO
HIS CHILDREN!

someone, “a man can do for his Heavenly Father is
to be kind to His children.” I wonder why it is that
we are not kinder than we are? How much the world
needs it! How easily it is done! How infallibly it is
remembered. ... “lshall pass through this world but
once. Any good thing therefore, that I can do, or any
kindness that I can show to any human being, let me
do it now. Let me not defer or neglect

it, for I shall not pass this way

again.”

This makes me think of

a wedding address that a
father made recently, to

the new couple. “Be

nice to others.” He
reminded them that no

matter what happened,

they should always be

nice to each other. He
said it again and again
about various circumstances.
He said it so often that it stuck with

me. Love is nice to others. It puts the

good of your husband, your children, and others

before yourself, no matter what the circumstance. Serving
is active love. It puts new meaning into life for you and the
ones you are serving. When you live a servant’s life, you un-
consciously teach that life to your children. When they learn
that lesson, early in life, it will make it so much easier for
them to live the love of kindness. Let us be “nice” to others.

Generosity — love in competition with others.
Whenever you attempt a good work, you will find
others doing the same kind of work and probably
doing it better. Do not envy them. Envy is a feel-
ing of ill will to those who are doing the same thing
as we are, a spirit of competition. ... The Christian
needs to envy only one thing—the large, rich, gener-
ous soul that “‘envies not.”

Ah! She was asked to...and I never have a chance to ...
Have you ever noticed how this attitude clouds a whole day
or life if it is not repented of? I have nothing to gain and
nothing to lose that was not given me by Jesus. If no one
notices me, it does not matter.

Humility — love in hiding. ... to put a seal upon
your lips and forget what you have done. After you
have been kind, after you have stolen forth into the
world (or at home) and done that beautiful work, go
back into the shade and say nothing about it. Love
hides from itself and waives even self-satisfaction.
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I want to be a servant—and only a servant like my Mas-
ter. Servants get no notice. I am not here for attention, but
to bring glory to my Father. As a young mother, this was a
real struggle for me. No one noticed the loads of diapers,
the mountains of wash, the never-ending cleaning. But as
I learned that this was only my reasonable service and that
my real calling was to glorify my Father, I found a freedom
that I had never had before. I was working for Jesus and He
noticed; and that was all that mattered.

Courtesy - ... love in society. This is love in re-
lation to etiquette. Politeness has been defined as
love in trifles. Courtesy is said to be love in little
things. And one of the secrets of politeness is to love
... . The ungentle soul, the inconsiderate, unsympa-
thetic nature is not courteous.

Am I courteous to my children and husband? Am I as
patient with them and as kind to them as I am to those I meet
while shopping or to my brothers and sisters at church? Do
I stop to see to my children’s little needs with the same con-
sideration that I have for others? Do I have a double stan-
dard in my heart? Is my heart full of care for others in the
little things? These are real questions that make my heart
stop and ponder.

Unselfishness — love does not seek her own cause.
... We are to ignore our rights and eliminate the per-

LIKE DRUMMOND, | THI
IS ONE THAT | AM

sonal element altogether from our calculations. It is
not hard to give up our rights. They are often eter-
nal. The difficult thing to give up is ourselves. The
more difficult thing is not to seek things for ourselves
at all ... I must take that back. It is only true of a
partly selfish heart. Nothing is a hardship to true
love. I believe that Christ’s yoke is easy, it is just
His way of taking life. It is a happier way than any
other. The most obvious lesson in Christ’s teaching
is that there is no happiness in having and getting
anything, but only in giving ... . “It is more blessed
to give than to receive.”

Good Temper — love is not provoked. Nothing could
be more striking than to find this here. We are in-
clined to look upon bad temper as a harmless weak-
ness. We speak of it as a ... family failing, a matter
of upbringing, a matter of our culture, not a thing
to take into a very serious account, in estimating a
man's character. And yet, here, right in the heart of
this analysis of love, it finds a place ... .

The peculiarity of ill temper is that it is the vice of the
virtuous. It is often the one blot upon an otherwise
noble character. You know men and women who are
nearly perfect, but for an easily ruffled, quick-tem-
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pered, touchy disposition ... . There is no place in
Heaven for a disposition like this ... . You will see,
then, why temper is significant. It is not in what it is
alone, but in what it reveals. This is why I speak of
it with such unusual plainness. It is a test for love—
a symptom, a revelation of an unloving nature at the
bottom of the heart. It is the intermittent fever that
speaks of intermittent disease within ... . A want of
patience, a want of kindness, a want of generosity,
a want of courtesy, a want of unselfishness are all
instantaneously brought out in one flash of temper.

Hence it is not enough to deal with the temper. We
must go to the source and change the inmost na-
ture and the angry, impatient spirit will die away.
Souls are made sweet, not by taking the acid fluid
out, but by putting something in—a great love, a
new spirit, the Spirit of Christ ... . Will power does
not change men. Time does not change men. Christ
does. Therefore, “Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus.”

can sense. This is harmful to his sensitive spirit, too. It is
well that we do not let ourselves go and say unkind, cutting
things that we later regret, but have we done well when we
have an inward bad attitude? I think not. Our bad attitudes
come from an unsanctified heart and to truly be part of the
loving Christ we must deal with these. Our children can
only mirror our bad attitudes and when they do, we call it re-
bellion and disobedience. How much, much better it would
be if we modeled the right spirit of love for them so that they
could be led up the pathway of love more easily. May my
attitudes and actions become like my Master who was the
example of love.

Guilelessness - love giving unsuspicious grace for
others. The possession of this is a great secret to
living out life in difficult times ... . In an atmosphere
of suspicion, men shrivel up, but in the atmosphere
of love, they expand and find encouragement and
educative fellowship. It is a wonderful thing that
here and there in this hard uncharitable world there
should still be left a few rare souls who think no evil.

Like Drummond, I think this ingredient of love is one
that I am really needing to deal with in my own life. May-
be I do not yell at my children, but what about the inward
gritting of the teeth and the impatient spirit that my child

What a stimulus to even meet with it for a day! ...
The respect of another is the first restoration of the
self-respect that many a man has lost. Our ideal of

In an atmosphere of suspicion, men shrivel up ...
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what he is becomes to him the hope and pattern of
what he may become.

Our children grow and flourish in an atmosphere of
blessing and respect. How can we hope to teach them
about love if we call them names and heap suspicion and
disrespect on them? Children are like flowers. They drink
up the rain of love and gentleness and they hold up their
heads and smile when we fill them with this regularly. But
when we miss the gentle part and are angry and suspicious,
they hang their heads and the light goes out of their eyes.
Let us be the ones who bless and encourage our children.

Sincerity — love rejoicing in the truth. He who
loves will love truth. He will rejoice, not in what
he has been taught to believe, not in the doctrine
of the church, but “in the truth.” He will accept
only what is real; he will strive to get at the facts,
he will search for truth with an humble unbiased
mind and cherish what he finds at any sacrifice

So much for the analysis of love. Now the business
of our lives is to have these things fitted into our
characters. That is the supreme work to which we
need to address ourselves in this world, to learn to
love... To love abundantly is to live abundantly,
and to love forever is to live forever ... .

I cannot say it any better. Let us fall on our knees to
seek the Lord and repent of our selfish ways so that we can
live abundantly and love forever. ~

Editor s note:

The above-mentioned booklet, The Greatest Thing in
the World, is available for viewing at http://www.elcris-
tianismoprimitivo.com/english/greatest-thing.htm

Now the business
of our lives is to have
these things fitted
into our characters.
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