“Pou won’t find those here ...”

Dean Taylor

An interesting thing happened last month here in Lan-
caster County. The day was September 11, and an appar-
ently patriotic elderly gentleman went into Good’s Store
looking to purchase a few new flags to adorn his lawn—as a
kind of “9-11” memorial. When he couldn’t find any flags
in the store, he asked one of the sales clerks why they didn’t
have any flags. He didn’t like the answer! In a statement to
the Lancaster newspaper, the man reported:

“After looking for some time, I inquired as to
where they (US Flags) were kept. The clerk and
then the manager's answer astounded me. [ was
told, ‘... we don’t sell those here and we never
will’. ‘You won’t find THOSE here ..." the little
girl at the register said as she wrinkled her nose.
I was confused, so I pressed further and asked
why. I was told firmly by the manager ... ‘We
are a conservative Christian store and we don’t
take sides; having American flags does that.’
He echoed what the female cashier said when I
said ‘sides to what?’ and answered: ‘That would
be patriotic, and we don’t get involved in the

whole state and country thing.” When I remind-
ed him that he operates a business in America and
relies on Americans to purchase his ‘Goods,” and
that Americans are in harm's way NOW protecting
his rights to worship freely and sell his ‘Goods’in
a capitalistic and free society, he said: ‘that may
be, but we’re not part of that.” ‘Oh, really?’ |
said. When I asked who owned the operation he
reluctantly told me a gentleman by the name of
Burkholder and those are his policies/beliefs. |
left the 866.00 worth of merchandise at Customer
Service.” (Quoted from lancasteronline.com—
bold print is from the original.)

This incident quickly caught the attention of local radio,
newspaper, websites, and even the local television station as
they all came to this little Mennonite-owned variety store
to get “the story.” If this young sales clerk would just have
said something like “they’re sold out” or “I’ll check on it,”
the guy would have probably just gone away. Commend-
ably however, she shared her convictions. Impressively,
in spite of all the media attention, the store never backed
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down. When I heard about it, I sent an encouraging email to
their manager. Through that, I had the opportunity to meet
the owner, Ken Brubaker. As we talked, I discovered that
there were actually several things that the

store refused to sell—such as

Santa Clauses, jack-o-lan-
terns, and even girl’s pants!

It was a blessing to see a

business with some integ-

tion as the solution to world problems, both the prior
and the present generation of owners have chosen
not to sell the flag. We believe that the freedoms that
we enjoy are a privilege and a bless-

ing from God, and believe it

is our duty to support our
civil government in
following its laws and
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Jesus Christ. We also

management staff. Given
the opportunity to speak
to them, I blessed them for
their stand, and encouraged
them to keep it up.

America, like all coun-
tries, has many idols. The
flag—to many—is certain-
ly one of them. Paragraph
() Section (8) of the US
Flag Code states: “The flag
represents a living coun-
try and is itself considered

acknowledge that by
choosing this as a prin-
ciple of our faith and
conviction, we may
have to suffer for our
faith if God chooses it to
be so. We desire to live
as faithful followers of
Jesus Christ in our com-
munity according to
our interpretation of the
Bible. Finally, we want
to affirm our respect for

a living thing” sound T discovered that there  thosewho differ withus
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to let their convictions per-
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American flag because glr'l ) pCln'l'S l thing—I found it interest-

of our Anabaptist faith
(Mennonite, Amish,
etc.), which holds to the
belief and interpretation
of the New Testament
teaching of love for our
enemies, non-violence,
and non-participation
in war. (Matt. 5:38-39;
James 5:5-6; 1 Peter
3:13-18) Because the
flag often represents
support for military ac-

ing to read the feedback
from folks posting on the
Lancaster paper website,
concerning the article about
Good’s Store not selling the
flag. Some of the patriots
seemed pretty upset that
they were not able to pur-
chase their flag at Good’s
Store. One writer reas-
sured them, however, “I’'m
sure Walmart will sell you
a flag—made in China.” ~
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