Tool? Or Toy?

I trust you would rebuke me.

I mean, if I let my son Daniel use that humongous chainsaw for a
toy, you would rebuke me wouldn’t you?

660 Stihl chainsaws are a very efficient tool for milling logs like
the one Daniel is standing on. In about six minutes, I could cut off a
board 22 inches wide by eight feet long.

But you need not rebuke me: I never let Daniel play with that saw,
other than to hold it up for the picture perhaps. Faster than you could
say “Be careful with that saw, son!”, it could rip off a little boy’s leg.
In fact, that saw was so powerful that [ was almost afraid to run it
myself!

I say all this to make a point: tools are tools, and toys are toys.

The Internet can be a useful tool. I myself have used it to find a
manual for my wife’s sewing machine, got a good bargain for a vehi-
cle on an online auction, located hard-to-find parts for small engines,
and other practical uses.

But just like I did not let my son play with the 660 Stihl, I do not let
him play with the Internet. Never. Period. Faster than you can say,
“Be careful with the Internet, son!”, he could click into something
that would rip apart his innocent little heart.

I am tacking this little piece at the end of the previous article on so-
cial networking as a plea for all of us to take a serious look at Internet
use. Are we using the Internet as a tool, or as a toy?

Let’s get real practical: If you would suddenly drop off all Internet
use, would the kingdom of heaven feel any loss? Or would it feel a
gain?

These are the questions we all need to ask ourselves. And, when
we are through asking them about Internet use, we need to just keep
right on going into other areas of our life.

I challenge all of us to “clean house” of everything in our life that
we, as adults, are using as a toy, and not a tool for the advancement
of righteousness, peace, and joy.  ~Mike Atnip
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