Gott Mit Uns (6od with Us)

Whose side is God on?

Gertraud “Traudl” Junge was the secretary for Adolf
Hitler during WWII. After the war, Traudl carried a lot
of remorse about her involvement with the Nazi Party.
Shortly before her death in 2002, she recorded her experi-
ences and regrets on a video interview entitled Blindspot.
Throughout the interview, Traudl recounts her time with
the Nazi party, and especially her time with Adolf Hitler.
As she recounts this sad time, most of her memories come
across more like confession than anything else.

There was one thing in the interview that caught my
attention that I think has relevance with the Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer story. In the interview, Traudl mentions the emo-
tional effect on Hitler after the assassination attempt on
his life by a bomb placed in a briefcase at a meeting with
his staff. Bonhoeffer was involved with the assassination
attempt, and it was this involvement that led him to give
up his earlier nonresistant stand.

Interestingly, Traudl recounts that after the assasina-
tion bombing failed, Hitler was more convinced than ever
that God was protecting him and his mission. She says
that Hitler personally took Mussolini to the site of the
bombing and boasted of his deliverance with a “trium-
phant” smile. Traudl laments that after the assassination
attempt, all hopes for peace were lost. Hitler was more
than ever convinced with his motto “Gott Mit Uns” (God
with us), and that it was his job to rid the world of evil.

“What if you could kill Hitler?” In only a few decades
after WWII, the question has become almost proverbial
in nonresistance debates. Here we see a perfect example
that when human means are used to accomplish a spiritual
end, the result is often devastating. Instead of ridding the
world of Hitler, the assassination attempt only embold-
ened him. ~Dean Taylor

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Pr. 16:25)
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