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The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field. Matthew 13:24
And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works. Hebrews 10:24

In this series, we are highlighting the work of those who are currently busy introducing the seeds of righteousness, peace, and joy
into this sin-filled earth, with the hopes that at least a few lives will receive the Word and be eternally changed. The purpose in turn-
ing the spotlight on these works is not to glorify those men and women who are actively advancing the kingdom of God, but rather
to stimulate YOU, the reader, into doing YOUR part in YOUR corner. Neither is the purpose meant to be that of asking the readers
to donate financially or personally participate in these projects, although that is certainly an option in some cases. Take these ideas,
tweak them to fit your situation, and begin to plant the kingdom of God in your environs. The inclusion of any person or church in
these articles is not an endorsement by 7The Heartbeat of the Remnant of every doctrine and practice that the spotlighted individuals or
churches may represent in other areas of their life. As well, the spotlighted person/group may not endorse all aspects of 7he Heartbeat

of the Remnant.

In this issue, we are going to look at the efforts of Chris
Armstrong, who lives in Huaycan, Peru. Chris works as one
of the distributors for Mount Zion Literature Ministry (fea-
tured in this series two issues back), but one of his main
goals is to reach out to the many homeless children that live
in Lima, Peru and its suburbs. The following is not a verba-
tim transcript of our interview with Chris, as I rearranged
some of the information (and added a few details) to better
organize the material for print.

(The Heartbeat of the Remnant) Chris, can you give
me a brief overview of what you are doing with the children
there?

(Chris Armstrong) At the moment, we have about
40-50 children here in Huaycan that come to our Sunday
School. That is our focus right now. Our plan is to build
an orphanage out in the jungles, close to San Ramoén in the
Department of Junin, about 5-6 hours from here by bus, on
the other side of the Andes Mountains. We bought one lot
and are planning to buy another. Our plan is to translate
the children from the city to the jungle, to the community;

sort of a community of children, hopefully self-supporting
within a few years. We plan to raise our own food and teach
the children the Bible and also trades. What we don’t want
is for the children to be idle.

At the moment, we have about seven people interested
in working with us. We eventually want to have up to 50 to
100 children in our little community.

(THR) Are those working with you in this orphanage
project Peruvian people, or Americans?

(CA) They are Peruvians, and live at San Ramon. I don’t
actually know very many US people, as I am a Canadian;
and I don’t know much about US culture. I spent twenty
years working as a missionary on an Indian reservation in
northern Canada after I was converted. I have a hard time
with the American system, to be honest. I live here in this
slum of about 200,000 people on the east end of Lima. The
city of Lima itself is very large [close to 8 million]. It is
hard here, as the people only make a dollar or two a day. The
children don’t really have fathers, as they leave for work in
Lima at about 6:00 in the morning and get home at 11:00 at

The Heartbeat of the Remnant * January/February 2010



night. And the children run wild; you can imagine what it is
like. Street gangs of 8- or 9-year-olds. Some of them used
to attend our Sunday School, but they started fighting and
left, and now they stone and egg my house, and mock me
sometimes. So we have some challenges.

(THR) Now the children that you are planning to take
to the other side of the moun-
tains, I assume they are or-
phans?

(CA) Yes, they will be
abandoned children. The
problem here in Lima is that
statistically there are about
200,000 children that work
for a living, basically mak-
ing their own way. Some of
those are orphans, but prob-
ably most of them have a
mother somewhere, although
she likely has never been
married. The children I am
currently working with live
down along the river that runs
through the middle of Lima. I
am talking young, like down
to 6 or 5 and even 4 years of
age just living along the river
bank. They have some pretty
serious needs. Very immoral.
They have no parents. So we
tell them, “We are going to
take you off the streets.” They
say, “That’s nice! Where is
your casa de refugio (shel-
ter)?” But at this point, we
have to tell them that we don’t
have one yet. So, we are going
along, poco a poco (little by
little) as the Lord leads. So we
are doing what we can, prepar-
ing the place in San Ramon.

But it is a bit hard for me,
as my book sales take a lot of
time. I have about 30 book-
stores I keep supplied, plus
some individuals. So that
takes a lot of my time at the moment.

(THR) So, from what it looks like now, do you have a
projected date when you can get the orphanage going over
there?

(CA) Well, we are working at it on a Peruvian scale, so
it will be a while, but meanwhile we are doing what we can
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here in the city. I tried to work with some other orphanages,
but they allowed TV, dancing, rock music, and would not
discipline the immorality when it was caught in the home,
so I had to leave. We don’t use the radio or TV, or even com-
puter. We don’t want the children to learn from the world.

(THR) Other than funds for a building, what would your
biggest need be?

(CA) I would say a teach-
er or two for the school, and
maybe people with an evan-
gelistic heart of compassion
to help find the really needy
children and have a transi-
tion home here in the city to
prepare the children for the
home. They would have to
prove themselves a little be-
fore we would incorporate
them from right off the street
into the place in San Ramon.
And, of course, praying for
the children. But once the
buildings are up and the place
is running, I don’t see a lot of
need for money to support it.

(THR) Now in Bolivia
where I lived for five years,
we had to be careful because
some mothers would want to
give away their children so
that they could be freed up
enough to go have another
party. Do you find that there?

(CA) Yes. For example,
an unmarried neighbor here,
19 years old, has three chil-
dren already. Two of her boys
are in our Sunday School.
They are dirt poor, and she
doesn’t really have a job.
The neighbors are reporting
her to the authorities for not
taking care of the children. It
is a hard situation.

Street children have a lot
of needs, so if anyone wants
to work with them, it takes a lot of patience. When I worked
in one orphanage here, we would go from 7 am to midnight,
full speed. The children would spit and fist fight. They
would even pull a knife if they had one, and one even used
a fork on me one time. One 8- or 9-year-old boy would get
angry every time I talked to one of the female staff. I asked
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him what the problem was, and he ripped off his clothes
and put them on a dog, and said, “That’s me.” The thing he
was struggling with was that he lived down along the river
since he was 3 or 4, and was immorally used every single
day of his life since then by the teenage boys down there.
It’s a challenge!

The children on the river inhale 65 bags daily of glue.
So when we go down to the river, you have to go before 10
am, or by the end of the day they are so drugged out that it
is useless to try to work with them. Boys 8 to10 years old.
They are drug addicts because no one loves them they say,
and they steal because no one supports them. There are no
government programs to help them.

(THR) One of the reasons of publishing these articles is
to stir people up, to remind us that on the judgment day the
sheep and the goats will be divided along the lines of how
they spent their life on earth. There are a lot of Christian
people who do not believe that we are going to be judged by
what we did here on earth. So we want to remind people that
if we don’t spend our life here blessing people, we won’t
make it to heaven in the end.

(CA) Well, I see that materialism is blinding the eyes
of the people in North America. People tell me they believe
in living humbly, and I think, “Ok, you believe in nonre-
sistance, you are humble.” Then they invited me to the US
once to speak at some meetings, and I see their houses; one
of them cost more than $400,000. I have a hard time think-
ing that is living humbly ...
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(THR) I have been thinking about that very thing lately,
and I think that some day we are going to pay for it. I am
not thinking of going to hell, although that is true also, but if
time lasts, God is not going to sit back and watch one person
have a $300,000 house and another not have anything. It is
not right; it is unrighteousness.

May God bless you for “doing righteousness” and not
shutting up your bowels of compassion (1 Jo 3:7,10,17) and
using your life to spread love among the poor!

Thanks for sharing with us! ~
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Chris, his wife Angélica, and their adopted

son, Enrique, in front of the chapel where

they have Sunday School for about 40-50
children from their community.
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