Everyday Evangelism
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It was over a year ago that [ began to be aware of the op-
portunity that lay at my fingertips. I work a public job and
encounter many people each day. Normally, I would make
excuses for myself, like, “I don’t have enough time to really
interact with this person.” Especially if it was a busy time;
you get the person’s items loaded on the truck, and away he
goes and the next guy backs in.

I have found by experience that the flesh is extremely
gifted in excuse manufacturing. As I became aware of the
wonderful mission field that I am in every day, I also knew
that I had quite a few Prepare to Die CDs lying around.

One day I decided to try it. Why not? Why should I con-
tinue to miss this perfect opportunity that presented itself to
me daily? No! I would not continue this way. You should
have been there that morning! I was going to do it.

Then the first customer came. I loaded his roofing met-
al and accessories, then I was going to talk to him a little
and then give him a CD. We talked for a while, but I just
couldn’t manage to get enough courage to give it to him. So
after a brief conversation, he got in his truck and was gone,
leaving me standing there with the CD still in my pocket.

I felt defeated. Why couldn’t I do it? This cannot be
right, I thought to myself. I don’t know what all transpired
in my heart by the time I had loaded the next customer, but
I had resolved not to be a coward this time. And thank God,
He enabled me. I gave out that first CD that morning and
realized it’s really not that bad.

That started a routine for me. I began to consistently give
out these gospel CDs. I can say that the Lord has helped
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me very much. Sometimes people come in and
self full of compassion and so
us to give them a CD. Then
etimes with other people
_ (usually more high-class) I find
myself almost scared to give
them a CD. But God has
iven strength, and I thank
God for making me a wit-
ness for Him in this way.
There are many other areas
the Lord would have me to
grow in; especially the area
of being willing to verbally “re-
prove the unfruitful works of dark-
ness.’
1 think the Pre;’lare to Die CD is a wonder-
ful medium, especially if you give it to a person that you
ordlnaﬁly wouid not be able to spend much time with. I do
want to quickly say, let’s not neglect to use our own mouth
in the process.

I want to encourage you too. You can be a witness. [ am
sure that some time or another you encounter people. For
Christ’s sake, use those opportunities to share the gospel.

This encouragement is especially for you, if you do work
in the public and encounter many people every day. You
have the opportunity of a lifetime! Use it! Heaven alone
will reveal the impact. The reason this opportunity thrills
me so much is this: you have a legitimate reason to interact
with the person. If you do any conventional witnessing, you
know the frustration of trying to get into a conversation with
someone who has places to go, things to do, and people to
see. It’s almost like you have to interrupt them. (That’s not
all bad!) But my point here is that you already have the per-
son’s attention. They are expecting you to talk to them. You
have, dropped into your lap, the very thing that you have to
work so hard for when you “go witnessing.” I trust you see
my point.

So please, by God’s grace let us not squander the oppor-
tunities that present themselves each day. Instead, may we
take advantage of this wide open window of our work place,
where people expect us to speak to and interact with them.

Knowing the terror of the Lord, let us persuade men!

Abner Showalter is from Windsor, Kentucky, where he attend-
ed Blessed Hope Fellowship and worked loading metal and doing
office work for Dutchman's Metal. He has now left both congrega-
tion and job to spend two years in Ghana, Africa, in the service
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