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Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall 

try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he 

shall receive a reward.
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I said nothing to anyone, but I knew 

that something had happened that 
had changed life’s values. Nothing could 

ever matter again but the things that were 
eternal.
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Soon after that shining day [of the meeting mentioned 
above] I went home to Belfast. The long time of being 
“in mourning” for our father was over. So my mother 
took me to a shop to buy coloured things,1 and among 
them was to be an evening dress. That meant something 
exceedingly pretty. It meant that once more I would 
be going to parties and spending time in all sorts of 
pleasant ways. Suddenly I felt I couldn’t do that. To 
my startled mother I said so. The shopman came and 
unrolled his loveliest materials, his loveliest colors too, 
and my mother, looking rather pained, apologized for 
troubling him and we left the shop.
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The training in that slum work was splendid in every 
way. [The head of the mission] had no patience with 
people who weren’t ready at a moment’s notice to do 
whatever was required. If you worked for him you had 
to be ready. You had to learn to use odd minutes to 
prepare. You had to learn to do without a quiet room 
for preparation.
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As we walked along the seashore she mentioned 
casually something which led to an astonished question 
from me. And then she said—and the words chill my 
very heart—“You don’t mean to say you think that all 
missionaries love one another?” Of course I had thought 
they did. I had never dreamed they didn’t.

#����
��
������
�
�"��
�������&�	��
��������������)��
��
2�&������  �	� ����� 	��� ��		��� ������ 	�
	� ��������� ��� 	���
����	
������	����	���	���	��	����
&��
����������
������.����"�
	������		����������
��	�����
����.��
	����	����.�����	�������
�������$����	�
���
����#�	���&���	�������	
����������
���	��
����&� �	� ��	����
��	�"� 	�
	��
������	���&��
�����&����������
�����	��0������	�����"��
���&6

Was such a life of love lived nowhere? And I did earnestly 
ask for the love about which our Lord spoke on the 
evening before He suffered.
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We profess to be strangers and pilgrims, seeking after 
a country of our own, yet we settle down in the most 
un-stranger-like fashion, exactly as if we were quite at 
home and meant to stay as long as we could. I don’t 
wonder apostolic miracles have died. Apostolic living 
certainly has.
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True, true, it must be true. Buddha died; we know it. 
How can he help us, who live today? He may say, ‘Be 
good’; the power to obey he cannot give.
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If this be so, you are as an angel from heaven to us; but 
if it be so, we want to see it lived; can you show it to us?
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Was I sent to Japan partly that I might hear [that 
question]?
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Some of you know how, when this Fellowship3 was 
being shaped, an old man in the [Indian] village of 
S—— asked me the same question and in almost the 
same words. ‘We have heard much of your preaching,’ 
he said, ‘can you show us the life of your Lord Jesus?’
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And that night I resolved that if I ever had to write a 
story I would not change one word to please anybody. 
God helping me, I would be very careful about [telling 
the] truth.
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“… the word came [from God], ‘See in it a chance to 
die.’ To this day that word is life and release to me … a 
chance to die to self in every form.
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There was dead silence. The lady near me was busy 
matching her silks. All the others went on with what 
they were doing. Not one, so far as I could see, was 
astonished or shocked by such a question. At last one of 
the men said, ‘I must confess I don’t.’

But I felt as if a thunderbolt had fallen in the midst …
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They told me that they had not needed it and did 
not want it. At that time this was a new thing. A new 
love had been kindled in those hearts—they glowed. 
Thereafter it was never, “How much can I get?”, but 
always “How much can I give? How much can I do 
without, that I may have more to give?” … Can you 
imagine with what a joy we worshipped the Lord 
together?
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We had at that time seven Indian girls who were seeking 
to live a life of unreserved devotion, a life without 
fences. … Something was required to unite and fortify 
them. Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David 
in the wood and strengthened his hands in God. We 
needed to meet one another in Jonathan’s wood. We 
did meet there; we shaped ourselves into a group, and 
called ourselves “Sisters of the Common Life.”
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… The name “Sisters of the Common Life” came 
from the Brotherhood of Common Life, founded by 
Gerhard Groote of Holland. The Brothers worked with 
their hands and gave themselves to the training of “such 
as sought, apart from the evil about them, a pure and 
godly life.” Communion with God and laborious work 
filled their days. They lived a common life, but they 
lived it with God for men.
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We were still learning how to take our towel;9 and when 
we found the translation, “Put on the apron of humility 
to serve one another,” (1 Pe. 5:5) we wondered if the 
apostle, as he wrote, thought of that day when the Lord 
of lords took a towel and fastened it on himself like an 
apron.
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One can’t save and then pitchfork souls into Heaven 
(there are times I heartily wish we could). And, as 
for buildings: souls (in India at least) are more or less 
securely fastened to bodies. Bodies can’t be left to lie 
about in the open … What then is to be done?
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Sometimes I wonder if God will ever give me a 
comrade, who will be such a comrade: utterly other-
worldly, utterly single-hearted, utterly consumed. 
Don’t think I mean that I am myself! I fall far short of 
my own standards. But this is what I want to be, and 
that is what we must be if we are to stand the strain and 
conquer.
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An atmosphere of love and obedience pervades the 
compound, and in this large family of over thirty 
[people], varying in ages from 34 years to a babe of 
nine months, I have not seen an angry look, or heard an 
impatient word. A set of more loving, unselfish women 
and girls and children could not easily be found. The 
secret, I think, is that everything great and small of all 

kinds is done for God, and to please Him, and in the 
consciousness that Jesus is present, and that He may 
come today to take them to Himself.

2���&���
��/

-������
#	� H:� ��
��� ��� 
&�"�#��� �	������ ��	�� 
�� ��	������ ���

������	���������
������������
����	��
����	�������	����	���
�������&"����	�
�����	��
���	�����
������������	��&��
������	�
����	�����.
�������������
�����������
9������.�������	���&�	�
0�����������.�������������.��������
�	"� ���� 	�����(	�@J�

��
��������
������	������	��
�	������������ �	��������	������
����&���������"�����&�
���	�������	��&-�����"���		���"�
���
��		�����	���	������&�����
������������9��7
��
���:;"�:G1:"�
#�����������������	������%�
�����	�����������
	�B���
.���
���	������	��	�����
�"�
����	���	���
	��
����
�&���
�������		���
�	������
���������
����.���
���	���
����	��

���#��5�������
��������	�
��4�������� �	��������������
��
��&��	����	���
	���	���&����
���������������������>�
��
���
�	��	����&��������������������������	��(���������
���	�
	�
���	�����
����������
�������������	��
��
������������������	����	�
	�������

����	����
������	������&�������A��6�
�&���������������	�
	�
��.�	���	������.���	��.���������������&���"�
�	��	������
	�
	�$����	��
����
�&��
������.���
��
���
�&������3������
�������	��A��"�
��������������������	��
��	�����#�������
�
���	����
		��-&������������������������	��
��	���-���
��
	������
�	�����	��������������	�
��
������.���
�����
�
	����������	��A���
$
���������
����� ��.�� ���� 
��	���I� $
�� 	��� ����� ���

$����	� ����
����
�����	� ��� 
��������������� �����.���"�

�����	�4��	�
������.���
�������
���	����I�$
��
�7
�
�����
 ������	����
������
��8����-���
����	��#�����
�����&�
��
���-�����
	�	����������
�������
��
�����	
	�������	���
��
�
�	������7����I
#���$
�����
���
���	���0��	�������	���$������E����

���.����	���/�Q�����#	���

@$'A6	'��	��� ���	 �
�	
��	
�
��	��	#����	
�	�	��


�

�����	
�	*��	 ���	���	 ��	BC	�����	
���	��	4D2B�




