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Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare 
it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall 

try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he 

shall receive a reward.
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I said nothing to anyone, but I knew 

that something had happened that 
had changed life’s values. Nothing could 

ever matter again but the things that were 
eternal.
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Soon after that shining day [of the meeting mentioned 
above] I went home to Belfast. The long time of being 
“in mourning” for our father was over. So my mother 
took me to a shop to buy coloured things,1 and among 
them was to be an evening dress. That meant something 
exceedingly pretty. It meant that once more I would 
be going to parties and spending time in all sorts of 
pleasant ways. Suddenly I felt I couldn’t do that. To 
my startled mother I said so. The shopman came and 
unrolled his loveliest materials, his loveliest colors too, 
and my mother, looking rather pained, apologized for 
troubling him and we left the shop.
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The training in that slum work was splendid in every 
way. [The head of the mission] had no patience with 
people who weren’t ready at a moment’s notice to do 
whatever was required. If you worked for him you had 
to be ready. You had to learn to use odd minutes to 
prepare. You had to learn to do without a quiet room 
for preparation.
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As we walked along the seashore she mentioned 
casually something which led to an astonished question 
from me. And then she said—and the words chill my 
very heart—“You don’t mean to say you think that all 
missionaries love one another?” Of course I had thought 
they did. I had never dreamed they didn’t.
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Was such a life of love lived nowhere? And I did earnestly 
ask for the love about which our Lord spoke on the 
evening before He suffered.
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We profess to be strangers and pilgrims, seeking after 
a country of our own, yet we settle down in the most 
un-stranger-like fashion, exactly as if we were quite at 
home and meant to stay as long as we could. I don’t 
wonder apostolic miracles have died. Apostolic living 
certainly has.
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True, true, it must be true. Buddha died; we know it. 
How can he help us, who live today? He may say, ‘Be 
good’; the power to obey he cannot give.
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If this be so, you are as an angel from heaven to us; but 
if it be so, we want to see it lived; can you show it to us?
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Was I sent to Japan partly that I might hear [that 
question]?
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Some of you know how, when this Fellowship3 was 
being shaped, an old man in the [Indian] village of 
S—— asked me the same question and in almost the 
same words. ‘We have heard much of your preaching,’ 
he said, ‘can you show us the life of your Lord Jesus?’
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And that night I resolved that if I ever had to write a 
story I would not change one word to please anybody. 
God helping me, I would be very careful about [telling 
the] truth.
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“… the word came [from God], ‘See in it a chance to 
die.’ To this day that word is life and release to me … a 
chance to die to self in every form.
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There was dead silence. The lady near me was busy 
matching her silks. All the others went on with what 
they were doing. Not one, so far as I could see, was 
astonished or shocked by such a question. At last one of 
the men said, ‘I must confess I don’t.’

But I felt as if a thunderbolt had fallen in the midst …
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They told me that they had not needed it and did 
not want it. At that time this was a new thing. A new 
love had been kindled in those hearts—they glowed. 
Thereafter it was never, “How much can I get?”, but 
always “How much can I give? How much can I do 
without, that I may have more to give?” … Can you 
imagine with what a joy we worshipped the Lord 
together?
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We had at that time seven Indian girls who were seeking 
to live a life of unreserved devotion, a life without 
fences. … Something was required to unite and fortify 
them. Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and went to David 
in the wood and strengthened his hands in God. We 
needed to meet one another in Jonathan’s wood. We 
did meet there; we shaped ourselves into a group, and 
called ourselves “Sisters of the Common Life.”
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… The name “Sisters of the Common Life” came 
from the Brotherhood of Common Life, founded by 
Gerhard Groote of Holland. The Brothers worked with 
their hands and gave themselves to the training of “such 
as sought, apart from the evil about them, a pure and 
godly life.” Communion with God and laborious work 
filled their days. They lived a common life, but they 
lived it with God for men.
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We were still learning how to take our towel;9 and when 
we found the translation, “Put on the apron of humility 
to serve one another,” (1 Pe. 5:5) we wondered if the 
apostle, as he wrote, thought of that day when the Lord 
of lords took a towel and fastened it on himself like an 
apron.
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One can’t save and then pitchfork souls into Heaven 
(there are times I heartily wish we could). And, as 
for buildings: souls (in India at least) are more or less 
securely fastened to bodies. Bodies can’t be left to lie 
about in the open … What then is to be done?
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Sometimes I wonder if God will ever give me a 
comrade, who will be such a comrade: utterly other-
worldly, utterly single-hearted, utterly consumed. 
Don’t think I mean that I am myself! I fall far short of 
my own standards. But this is what I want to be, and 
that is what we must be if we are to stand the strain and 
conquer.
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An atmosphere of love and obedience pervades the 
compound, and in this large family of over thirty 
[people], varying in ages from 34 years to a babe of 
nine months, I have not seen an angry look, or heard an 
impatient word. A set of more loving, unselfish women 
and girls and children could not easily be found. The 
secret, I think, is that everything great and small of all 
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kinds is done for God, and to please Him, and in the 
consciousness that Jesus is present, and that He may 
come today to take them to Himself.
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The foregoing verse showed how much our reputation 
... [and] health depends on the good government of our 
passions and the preserving of the temper of the mind. 
1. A healing spirit, made up of love and meekness, a 
hearty, friendly, cheerful disposition, is the life of the 
flesh; it contributes to a good constitution of body; 
people grow fat with good temperament. 2. A fretful, 
envious, discontented spirit is its own punishment; 
it consumes the flesh, preys upon the animal spirits, 
makes the countenance pale, and is the rottenness of 
the bones. Those that see the prosperity of others and 
are grieved, let them gnash with their teeth and melt 
away, Ps. 112:10.
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Note: While this article recognizes that spiritual needs can 
cause physical illness, it does not endorse the idea (which 
some popular “healing ministries” hold) that every physical 
illness is the result of some personal sin.
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I will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor his comely proportion.  (13)  Who can discover the face of his garment? 
or who can come to him with his double bridle?  (14)  Who can open the doors of his face? his teeth are terrible round 
about.  (15)  His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a close seal.  (16)  One is so near to another, that no air 
can come between them.  (17)  They are joined one to another, they stick together, that they cannot be sundered.  (18)  
By his neesings [sneezings] a light doth shine, and his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.  (19)  Out of his mouth 
go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out.  (20)  Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seething pot or caldron.  
(21)  His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out of his mouth.  (22)  In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow 
is turned into joy before him.  (23)  The flakes of his flesh are joined together: they are firm in themselves; they cannot 
be moved.  (24)  His heart is as firm as a stone; yea, as hard as a piece of the nether millstone.
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Those who want to repent with all their heart 
must first feel genuine remorse for their sins. 

Remorse, however, means first recognizing 
how wrong, evil, harmful, and destructive sins are. 
Otherwise, repentance cannot endure, and still less 
can the sinner receive grace. True remorse follows the 
recognition of sin and is the basis on which people 
feel repugnance and horror of their sin. Yes, they even 
loathe themselves for being guided and controlled by 
sin for so long ...�
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What does the Lord say? ‘No human shall see me 
and live!’ Therefore, when God starts to speak in us, 
something must begin to die. We must hear, see, taste, 
and feel the Lord God in the countenance of Jesus 
Christ. All of this must happen before such construction 
can begin.< 
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Remorse, then, leads to true repentance, and repentance 
means to humble and submit oneself before God, 
to bow down, and to be ashamed because of one’s 
wickedness. This shame brings about a genuine return, 
so that one hastens to God, cries aloud, and prays to 
him for forgiveness and grace.”�
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He has given us a new birth to an 
imperishable hope, grafted us into his 
divine nature, and after we believed the 
gospel, sealed us with his promised 
Spirit. This Spirit now accomplishes 
everything in us, eradicating and 
destroying the sin that we have by 
nature so that what is good, true, and 
holy, which he brings with him and 
plants in us, may take root and bear fruit.5
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Through his actual strength and activity, 
Christ leads us to be partakers of his nature, 
character, and being. … Christ is our righteousness 
and goodness. He is our life; we ourselves do not 
live, but Christ lives in us. Christ is our resurrection, 
our salvation, and our all in all. We also believe that 
Christ’s incarnation means that we can be transformed. 
His suffering and death are salvation and life for us. In 
Christ we truly have everything.O

He [the Holy Spirit] also teaches and guides us, assures 
us that we are children of God, and makes us one with 
him, so that through his work, we are made part of 
the divine nature and character. We experience his 
work within us in truth and power in the renewing of 
our hearts. God be praised! In God we have absolute 
certainty that he has drawn our heart to him and made 
it his dwelling place.� 

Christ is the root and the vine, and we are grafted into 
him through faith. Just as the sap rises from the root 
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and makes the branch fruitful, so the Spirit of Christ 
rises from the root, Christ, into the branches and twigs, 
to make them all fruitful. The twigs are of the same 
nature as the root and bears its kind of fruit.6

Christ has given us his Spirit, which joyfully and 
without compulsion accomplishes God’s will within 
us.7
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Leaving everything else, we cleave to him and depend 
on him with absolute certainty that we can acknowledge 
that everything we have comes from God. Since God’s 

nature and character is eternal life, he has 
made us partakers and sharers of himself by 
sealing our faith with his Holy Spirit, which 
is the security of our inheritance. Through 
his grace, for which we praise him, we 

experience his works in us, and this makes 
us certain of all his promises.��
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The children of God, however, become his 
children through the unifying Spirit. Thus it is 

evident that the church is gathered through the Holy 
Spirit; the Church has its being, and continues to exist, 
through the Spirit. There are no churches apart from 
those which the Holy Spirit gathers and builds.��

The church of Christ is a pillar and foundation of 
truth and continues to be that. Truth itself is expressed, 
confirmed, and put into action in the church by the 
Holy Spirit. Thus, whoever endures and submits to the 
working of the Spirit of Christ, is a member of this 
church. Whoever does not want this and allows sin to 
rule over them, does not belong to the church.��

2���-"
�
�(����
�
���
��
����!��0
�+
���
�����
��,
 ��������
�+
����
�������

)�,
 (�#�(���
A��,� ���
.����
 �+
 ���
 �$�)#��
 ��(���	

+��
���
��������0
�+
3�,
��
��,��
��
��-�
�
���)
 �����	G

6
 
=$�,��
7��
7
 
=$�,��
����
��
 
=$�,��
O��
��
 
=$�,��
���
��
 
=$�,��
�6�

6����
���	��
�
��������

�����	�������

���
�����	��

��
��	��������������
�	��"��������� 	�����
�����������	��������

 	������������

����	��
���

���������



�6 ��������	
��	����	��������	�������������
����������

Those who have been on the mountain with Christ and 
have seen the tabernacle with all its adornments and 
furnishing, they and only they are able to know how to 
do the work to please him whose dwelling it shall be.�<

If anyone is to go out [as 
a missionary] for the Lord, 
he must be chosen by the 
Lord and endowed with 
his power; he must feel 
that power working in 
him. Above all, he must 
let the Lord’s power rule 
over him and lead him. 
… Christ will not permit 
a messenger to go out who 
is not first clothed with the 
power of his Spirit. Those 
who feel this power will 
heed the command of their 
Lord, who has sent them.��
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The Son does what he sees the Father doing. When 
the Son wished to create a new humanity, or to renew 
humanity in the likeness of its Creator, he also wanted 
to do everything in the proper order.��

Since they cannot preach without first being sent, it 
is certain that God, in giving them his command to 
go out, puts his word in his messengers’ mouths. The 
Lord himself testifies to this when he says, “I have put 
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my words in your mouth. I have set you over nations 
and kingdoms, to uproot, pull down, and destroy, and 
then to build and plant anew.” Therefore, all who have 
not been sent have no word from God. They only have 
what they have stolen from the Scriptures or from one 

another. That is the main 
reason God’s commission 
is necessary. It is not 
enough that they were 
sent; they also had to know 
the purpose of being sent, 
and what they had to do. 
Christ commanded them 
to do his work, saying, 
“teach all nations,” and 
“Preach the gospel to every 
creature.”�O 
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Love is Like Fire
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I want to say thank you for all that you people have 
done and for the many ways that you’ve reached out to 
the world around you. My wife and I have been blessed 
many times by your publications and your tape messages. 
However, I’ve been deeply troubled by your emphasis 
on the distinction between so-called Anabaptist doctrine 
and Evangelical doctrine in the last two issues. As 
someone who has experienced both camps, I can tell you 
they both have their full set of issues and problems. I 
would never say that Evangelicals have it right, to be 
sure, there are many things they don’t have right. But I 
can say with equal certainty that the Anabaptists don’t 
have it together either. I don’t believe that it really 
matters to Christ. What really matters is whether or not 
we are doing what His word says. Please stop acting 
like there’s something special about the Anabaptists. 
There’s only one special thing, and that’s Jesus Christ. 
There’s a whole world of people out there who need 
Christ and as long as they see the infighting and finger 
pointing within what they see as the church, they won’t be 
interested. Christ’s body has been sliced and diced up into 
indiscernible pieces over myriads of ‘doctrinal issues’ that 
in my opinion are insignificant. Christ said that the world 
would know we are His by the love we have for each 
other. I have close friends in both camps and can have 
equally deep fellowship with either one. Please lock arms 
with all people who genuinely love Christ and want to 
do what He says and ignore the fictitious lines that have 
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been conjured up by our finite and fallen minds. Please 
just tell the truth from the Word of God and let the 
chips fall where they may. Don’t draw extra-biblical 
distinctions.
Respectfully, A brother in Christ
P.S. Please remove us from your mailing 
list.
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A few days later, we … went to Carrolton, Kentucky, 
to a gathering of Plain or ex-Plain people, sponsored by 
Michael Pearl.

Michael began the 3-day session by telling us 
that he had spent many hours in the Plain 
church meetings, “stinking, hot, and 
seemingly endless,” being bored to death 
by our preachers. Now it was his turn, 
and he intended to get revenge. He gave 
us a  schedule of seven meetings totaling 
around 15 hours of preaching.

Could Michael do it? Indeed he could. He 
could hardly stop talking when the time 
was up. And what did he talk about?

Well, Michael is as close to a modern-day 
Martin Luther as you can get. We spent hours 
going through Romans and the Protestant “faith 
alone” doctrine, but we were never bored. Mike is an 

entertaining speaker with clear and firm grasp of his 
subject. We liked him.

I was glad for the chance to spend most of three 
days trying to understand Protestant theology. 

I was surprised at how little I disagreed with 
the actual words he preached, and yet how 

vehemently I disagreed with his summaries 
and conclusions. Perhaps our greatest 
disagreement was the way we approached 
the New Testament. Michael wanted 
us to skip past the four gospels, (“that’s 
Old Testament stuff”) and start at God’s 
“premier” book to the non-Jewish people, 
the book of Romans. Romans was, for 

Michael, the window through which he saw 
the rest of the Bible. Romans was, in fact, the 

Gospel.

In sharp contrast, for us Anabaptists the teachings 
of Jesus and his announcements of the Kingdom is the 
actual Gospel. We see the Gospel as the ‘turning upside 
down’ of our lives and inviting us to participate in the 
kingdom struggle. We read Jesus’ accounts of end-time 
judgment and believe it to be a judgment of fruits and 
works, not theology.

Michael doesn’t agree. “Our salvation is based on grace, 
through faith alone and not of works.” Period. All that 
stuff about not swearing, not resisting evil people, doing 
violence to no man, and so forth belongs to a works-
based salvation.

By the end of three days it was clear to me that Martin 
Luther had distorted the gospel message and robbed 
it of its fruitfulness. Not so much by the exact things 

being said, but by an overall imbalance of Scripture 
and a gross misunderstanding of what the Gospel 

message was.

I watched for my chance to question Michael 
in a nonthreatening setting between 
meetings. Finally, on the last day, I found 
him outside all alone.

 “How is it,” I asked, “that there can be 
absolutely no works in salvation when the 
Bible includes such things as ‘calling upon 

the name of the Lord’ to be saved? Even 
simple belief itself is called a ‘work’ by Jesus 

in John 6:28-29. ‘What shall we do, that we 
might work the works of God? Jesus answered 

and said unto them, This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath sent.’ My brain, my 

mouth, my ‘giving up’—are they not the works of my 
organic body?”
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Michael is never stumped. “Those are what we call non-
meritorious works,” he said. “That’s not what we mean; 
not what Romans means when it speaks of works.”

Oh … Maybe we aren’t so far apart as our etymology 
suggests. If we could find different words, would our 
worlds draw closer? But then I think of the crisp advice 
given by John: “Little children, let no one deceive you. 
He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He 
is righteous.”

… [Evangelicalism] has adopted a 
way of believing the Bible which 
ultimately becomes friendship with 
the world and its values. The way of 
the cross, so central to Anabaptist 
theology, does not dominate their 
doctrine and thus does not cramp 
their lifestyle either.

… By faith we believe that these 
moments, this transitory work, is 
being reserved in heaven ready to 
be revealed in the last time. It is the 
fervent desire of this community to 
be fellow-builders of His Kingdom, 
inviting His will to be done on 
earth as it is in Heaven. Is it too 
childish to imagine that we work 
to restore one small farm [on which 
live several families in Christian 
brotherhood] in these short years, 
for the Kingdom?

Isn’t this our missionary work? To give our lives to the 
struggle, the glorious struggle, of regaining territory 
taken by the enemy? To forsake all, and to copy the 
heavenly things of Christ’s kingdom in this life on this 
earth in very real and tangible ways?

As the economics of the nations totter and local 
communities disintegrate, we see an opportunity for 
Christians to explain the far different economics of 
Christ’s Kingdom, and to show glimpses of what could 
be if brotherhood and equality would triumph.
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For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ. Ph. 3:18
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The Heartbeat of

The Remnant
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A cup of sweet water 
cannot spill one bitter 
drop, no matter how 
suddenly jarred. -Amy Carmichael


