
Sweetened
by the
Tree

Thomas von Imbroich (1533-1558), also known 
as Thomas the Printer, was a young minister in the 
Anabaptist movement. He had joined the movement 
only about four years before he wrote this letter from 
prison, to his wife.



While in prison, Thomas wrote one of the most widely-
used Anabaptist Confessions of Faith, as well as seven 
letters (of which this is one). He had preached and 
baptized and started churches along the lower Rhine 
River.

Did Thomas know that he would shortly need “the 
tree” to sweeten his 3rd baptism, a beheading? Not long 
after this letter, Thomas joined the ranks of the martyrs, 
on March 5, 1558. He was 25 years old when he ended 
his labors.

Only 25 ...


