GOD'S PeOPLE KEEP SINGING
Thy Courts, O Lord

Sylvan Ressler Sylvan Ressler
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1. Thy courts, O Lord, a hal - lowed place, Where - in sing Thy praise,
2. An - cient of days our source of life, Be - ﬁm - mng and the End,
3.We come in-to Thy pre - sence, Lord, With cheer- ful hearts to bring
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And ren - der forth in wor - ship strong A thou - sand voi - ces raise.

And at Thy throne, O King of Heav'n, Cause hearts to bow and  bend.

All  of our gifts and all  our praise That from our lips may spring.
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Thy truths are bread for  hun - gry souls‘ Thy wa - ters quench our - thirst,
You rule and reign in maj - es - ty, 'Man moves at Thy com - mand.
Our dwell-ing place shall al - ways be A - round Thy glo - rious throne,
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And by Thy mer-cies and Thy grace, Our wound-ed spir - its nursed.
Thou lift -est up the  fal - len ones, By Thy out-stretch-ed  hand.
Oh, nev - er - more from Thee to wan - der, Nev - er - more to  roam.

a8 | Iﬁ'— v A ; v —

&Y ' |
—yel 7 k i I
Zh—h A | -
[ - ' =
May not be copyrighted May freely be used for the honor and glory of God Public Domain

The Heartbeat of the Remnant * May/June 2012



About the song ...

Sylvan and Nancy Ressler live near Leola, PA, where
they have attended Nickel Mines Mennonite Church for
the last 33 years. Their four children have blessed them
with 17 grandchildren. The song on the opposite page
was written with a deep burden to see that the hymn is
not replaced with the lighter “gospel song” when the
church gathers to worship God. With this burden in
mind, Sylvan wrote several hymns, as well as a multi-
page description of the difference between worship and
praise and honor. The following paragraphs are adapted
from that description.

Read carefully this practical illustration that will describe
to a “T” the difference between worship and honor and glo-
rifying. 1f you can’t see the difference in this illustration,
then I pity your spouse and the Lord!

Twenty-five years ago | attended some marriage counsel-
ing. I rehearsed to the counselor the good qualities that my
wife had. His comeback to me was, “Do you tell her?”

That, brothers and sisters, is exactly what I am trying to
point out. Does your spouse hear you extol her virtues to
others, and yet never hears you tell her? It is honoring to her
to hear you praise her for her qualities to others, but if you
never tell her to her face, you have missed the mark. If you
are faithful in doing that to her, then why don’t you want to
do that to God, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus when we come
together to meet the Godhead?

We have spent our daily lives and Sunday morning ser-
vices telling each other what Christ means to us, and not
once do we take the time to tell Him! That is why I think
God and Christ are so disappointed in us, because we can
share and tell others what they have done for us, but fail to
corporately look up and tell Them.

We go through the motions of “having church,” but I have
not been in a service where the Godhead has received their
due. I have been in a service at a large, modern contemporary
church where they have what they call “worship time.” With
decibels at an obscene level and drums and instruments blaz-
ing away—with a four-person “Worship Team” and some
kind of song that was geared toward God—I was wondering
why we don’t have the vision to hold a worship service that
is done in a way that is befitting our way of life and practice
and to our Lord? I am always left to wonder if God is more
pleased with getting that racket with a contemporary hymn
than not getting anything from us. At least they called it wor-
ship, but I couldn’t really tell from all the noise.

In summary, worship is when we tell the Godhead how
glorious they are. Praise and honor is when we tell each
other how glorious the Godhead is. Both have their place,
but true worship is missing in our corporate gatherings. Let’s
worship when we gather! ~
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