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Modern evangelical churches today boast higher memberships then ever before in the history of the church. Local congregations with numbers exceeding a thousand are not uncommon. New publishing companies, record labels, conventions and endless businesses sporting a little fish on their logo have become so familiar that even the world has begun to mimic it. If numbers alone were the determining factor, it would seem definite that revival has characterized the twentieth century. 
However, as the numbers have increased, morality and modesty have steadily decreased. Crime, lawsuits and divorce have now become as commonplace in the church as in the world. I guess it should be no surprise that the twentieth century has also seen exponential rises in church splits, factions, heresies, cults, and even warfare among professing Christians. If the evangelical message is intended to be one of salvation, we must be left to wonder exactly what it is they are being saved from. 
Paris Reidhead, in his book, “Evidences of Eternal Life”, insists that salvation should be noticeable. The back cover of the book expressed his sentiment in this statement: “A hallmark is that mark of genuineness that cannot be imitated. True Christianity, says the Apostle John, has certain hallmarks—certain evidences of eternal life. He lists them throughout his first epistle as follows: walk in the light, keep His commandments, love your brother, love not the world, abide in Him, do not commit sin, love one another, receive the witness of the Spirit, overcome the world, dwell in the life that is in the Son. If these ten evidences of eternal life are not current in the Christian’s life, there is reason to question the believer’s position in Christ Jesus.”
Paris Reidhead was born on a Minnesota farm in 1919. Some of the highlights of his lifetime of ministry might include his pastorate in rural Minnesota, his duties as linguist and missionary along the Sudan-Ethiopia border, inner-city pastor in New York City, consultant for the United Nation’s Industrial Development Organization to villages in South America and Africa, and his participation in many Christian conferences across the country. It was during one of these conferences, at Bethany Fellowship in Minnesota, that he preached his sermon, “Ten Shekels and a Shirt”, for which he is best known. In all of his messages Reidhead cries out for a Christian life that is real, effectual, and life changing. 
In this book, “Evidences of Eternal Life”, Reidhead speaks with a burden on the subjects of salvation, assurance, and fellowship with Christ. Speaking about salvation he said, “The Lord Jesus, speaking of Himself, said, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me’ (John 14:6). He said that He was salvation. Salvation is neither something He did for us, nor a scheme He provided. Salvation is what He is. David knew that. In Psalm 27:1 he said, ‘The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?’ Salvation is a person.” 
Reidhead goes on to say that in order to receive the person of Jesus Christ, we must put to death our “self”. Further, putting to death the self is not some kind of theological semantic. It is a real and complete turning away from sin and the world. He writes, “This I affirm: Whosoever is born of God has been awakened and convicted by the Holy Spirit and has been brought to repentance. That person has savingly received Christ and has the witness of the Holy Spirit of that event. That person has become a new creation. The time involved is not the issue. The issue is reality! We are begotten by the agency of His Spirit, confirming the change of our purpose from pleasing self to pleasing God.”
This reality he speaks of demonstrates itself in a Christian’s desire to be holy and set apart. It is mournful today that the message of Christ is often presented like a high-pressure insurance package. A changed life is considered a mere option for the more committed. About this Reidhead says, “How tragic when Christ has been presented as a ‘hell insurance scheme’ without the prerequisites of awakening, conviction, repentance, and faith. How can a person who has had so much requirement be expected to overcome the world? By the same token, the person who has not experienced awakening, conviction, and repentance, does not meet the definition of having been born of God. You cannot be an overcomer until you have come over from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light.”
These are strong words, but again, Reidhead stresses reality, not hermeneutical imaginations. Simply put, his idea is that if God saved you, then you should know it and you should have fruit to prove it. One of the particular things I am challenged by is Reidhead’s teaching on the witness of the Spirit. As I have listened to his recorded messages and read his books, I have seen this as a recurring theme. His burden is that no one can tell another person that they are born again except the Holy Spirit. He proclaims that this witness of the Spirit is very real and does not need us to “get in the way.” 
He stresses that the sad reality in both the liberal and the conservative camps is that they are full of professing Christians who have merely gone through the motions, said a prayer, walked an isle, followed the crowd, obeyed their parents or tradition, and nothing has happened. They have no assurance of salvation, no adoption, no victory, and therefore, no reality. He writes: (the bold print is his emphasis) “Those of you who are acquainted with me recognize one of the capstones of my preaching: We should never tell people that they are saved! We must tell them how holy God is. We can show them from the Word how sinful sin is. We can tell them what God did to achieve their salvation. We can tell them what they must do to be saved. But we must never tell them that they are saved. Only God knows the hearts of people.”
Further he says, “It is splendid to have been born in a Christian home. It is of great value to have been baptized. It is good to have your name inscribed on the church records. But no one has the right to think he is a child of God until, after having reached the age of responsibility, that individual personally receives the Lord Jesus Christ in repentance and faith. Call it ‘being born again’, ‘the new creation’. These are words used in Scripture to describe the act of God communicating life to the sinner. He brings us into His family. Therefore, it is the Spirit of Adoption.”
I wonder how many “would-be” Christians have died in miscarriages at the very moment of their conversions by the maladies of false assurance, empty commitment and a crossless Christ. Reidhead’s teachings have encouraged me to settle for nothing less than the real, life-changing message and work of the person of Jesus Christ.
This book and one other book entitled, “Finding the Reality of God”, which was previously titled, “Getting Evangelicals Saved”, can be obtained on a donation basis from his family’s ministry. 
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The tape “Ten Shekels and a Shirt” is #1827 in the Charity Gospel Tape Ministry catalog. If you have not heard it, order it today!
