A Tame Wolf

(Author unknown)
A wolf can be tamed but no matter how carefully you may train it, it will still be a wolf, and its wild nature may break out at any time. Some years ago a gentleman brought a young wolf from Russia, and it became so tame that it followed him about like a dog; and the children played with it, and it never harmed them in the least. But one day its old nature broke out, and it attacked its master, who fought with it for half an hour, and would have been killed, had not a man come to his assistance, who shot the brute.

There are some people who think you can do for man what we cannot do for a brute–change his nature by means of careful training. This has often been attempted, but we know of no single case in which it has ever succeeded. Indeed, it never can succeed, for the Bible tells us that this change, without which no one can enter heaven, is the doing of the Lord. Jesus said, “Ye must be born again. Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” David prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.” And God has promised, “A new heart also will I give you.” It is described by Paul as a new creation; and Peter speaks of it as our becoming “partakers of the divine nature.”

A change so great can never be produced by mere human agency. It is the work of God, and of God alone, by the divine Spirit. Outward reformation never can change the heart. If the great inward change is not produced in us by the grace of God, sin will one day assert its mastery over us, and will prove our destruction. 

Is all that we can do then simply to wait till God be pleased to work this great change within us?

We must indeed wait, but our waiting is to be a waiting upon God. God works by means and in His own appointed way. God employs the gospel and the ministry of the Word for this end. Therefore, if we desire this change we must hear and accept His Word; and we must go to God in prayer and ask Him to work within us by His Holy Spirit the mighty change.

My dear reader, remember that you cannot enter heaven without this change. Ponder that truth well, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

If this change has not taken place in you, you could not enter heaven if you were to die today. Is it wise or safe to risk your eternal happiness in this way? You ask what you are to do. God’s Word makes that very clear; you are to accept God’s offer of salvation, and trust to it. You are to go to God in prayer and ask Him to effect in you the mighty change.

“Lord, I believe; help Thou mine unbelief.” Give me Thy Holy Spirit to change and renew my nature. I plead the promise of Christ Jesus, that Thou wilt give Thy Holy Spirit to them that ask Thee. O Lord, give that Spirit to me, and so make me fit for heaven. Amen.

