Abiding in the Vine 

by Joseph Chambers
True Christianity is the “Christ-filled life.” We are not redeemed because we know He is the Son of God; the devil knows that. Receiving His life supernaturally into our very person and spirit redeems us. It all begins when we are “born again.” It’s the greatest miracle in all of human experiences. The unsaved individual is dead in trespasses and sins and totally incapable of redeeming his or herself. There must be an act of God’s Spirit fully outside of the individual and completely beyond human powers. The Gospel of John said it best in these following words, “But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.” (John 1:12)

If you will simply surrender all you are to Him and completely rest with faith in Him, He will come to cleanse and abide by His Spirit. Now, you are His disciple and friend and He wants to infuse you with Himself every moment of your life. Listen as He explains what He wants to do in your life. “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” (John 15:4-5) He said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches.” It is the branches that are so beautiful on a vine. His beauty is hidden from the naked eye, but His branches manifest forth that beauty. The fruit that flows from the vine and is revealed on the branches is love, joy, and peace, etc. It is a beauty the branch can never know of itself.

The enemy wants to make your Christian life an external list of endless rules with no compulsion from within. Jesus Christ is the Vine and He wants to so flood you with His righteousness that purity and separation of lifestyle flows from the transformed center of your heart. The enemy’s fruit is self-righteousness, but Jesus’ fruit is holiness. The enemy’s fruit creates a hard face, but His fruit “beautifies the meek with salvation.” (Psalms 149:4) The enemy’s fruit is repulsive, but His fruit is contagious.

But, you must learn to cling to Him every moment of your life. The Word of God is the mental strength by which He does His wonderful work of sanctifying and feeding His branches. The Vine said, “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” (John 15:3) Memorize His words, write them upon the tables of your hearts, meditate in them day and night, and they will expand like leaven in your very soul. We hide and abide in Jesus Christ by hiding the Word of God in our heart. 

Prayer is communion with Him. Do not let your prayers be just a list of wants. He wants you to develop a fellowship with Him. If you will wholly depend on His Holy Spirit when in prayer, the Spirit’s office is to bring our spirit into rich and indescribable fellowship with Him. Apostle Paul said it better than I ever could. “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” (Romans 8:26-27)

“Abiding in the vine” requires a simple and single surrender every day. Going days without abiding in Him causes a foreign emotion in our spirits and prayer loses its joy. He warns us that such carelessness in our life can cause us to be “cast forth as a branch and withered.” (John 15:6) Oh, the joy and hope of “abiding, clinging, and enjoying His life.” The world is bankrupt, but He is all-sufficient. He said, “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” (John 15:7) He wants to make you a “watered garden,” a “royal priesthood,” and a “holy nation.”

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. John 15:4-5
